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1 Miniſter of the Goſpel at St. 


Bartholomew's beh indthe Royal Exchange, 


LI FE — DEAT 


OF THAT 
HOLY apd REVEREND 
: MAN.of 60 


M' THOMAS CAWTON, 


and lately Preacher to the Englith 
gregation of Rotterdam in” * — 


With ſeverall of his Speeches and Let- 
cers, while in Exile, for his inlet 
the Kings moſt moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


'To which i is annexed, 


A'SERMON Preach'd- by tim 


HER 


His 


. Driſoner corke 2 in e. 


at AMercers Chappel, Febr. 25. 16497 
after the inbnmane beheading of | 
Majeſty; ſor which he was committed 


Ghee 
To the Worſhipfull, | 
SieA4NTHONY IRBY 
Of Boſton in Lincolnſhire, 
Knight. 


And to his 
Virtuous and Religious Lady, 


KATHERINE IRBY, 


My much honoured and obliging 
FRIENDS. 


In token of my Thankfulneſs for their 
Love to my Father while impriſoned, 
and my (elf at preſent, 


I with due obſervance and Humility, * 


offer t his poor Paper- gift, wiſhing them += 
what ever they can want or wifh. 


THOMAS CAWTON, 
F 7 * 
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To the Reader. 


Good Reader: 


HE Exemplary Lives of 

God faithful Servants 
ſhould be unto us like the 

Pillar of Cloud #0 zbe yeb. 12 1. 
Iſraelites in their jour- 

| ney to the. promiſed 

i Land: for by them we have guidance, 
encouragement, and ſupport in ourway 

to Heaven. Every individual perſon is 
adviſed by Solomon ta walk in the way proy. 2. 20. 
of good men, and to keep the paths of 7 
the righteous. And perſons of all ſorts 

are called upon by St. Paul to be fol- | 
lowers of them who by faith and pa- x. 6. 12. 
tience inherit the Promiſes. As it was 

a precious priviledge unto God's Iſrael 

of old, that he took not away the Pillar p,, , 


of the Cloud by day, nor the Pillar of 2 8 


1 


I 
Fire by night from — — the people, 
o is it to be accounted a very richmercy 
| A 3 unte 


— 


1 Theſ. 1. 6. 


Phil. 4. 9. 


- 8 Tim. 3. 
IC, 11, 12, 


— — 


To the Readee. | 
unto 1, that we have is all times, both 
of proſperity and adverpty men emi- 


nently gratiows, who have gone before 


ws through the wilderneſs of this world | 


to glory. For as young $collars are edi- 
fied in learning by ſeeing Rules veri- 
fied in Examples; fo are * 
built up in their faith and obedience, 
by perceiving the conſtienciouſneſf and 
confidence of others in their conberſa- 
tiok. Thebleſſed Apoſtle greatly - 
commended the believing Theſſalonians, 
that they became followers of ſuch who 
received the Word in much affliction; 


with joy of the Holy Ghoſt. And bis 


chargeunto the Philippians is conſidera· 
ble. Thoſe things which you have 
heard and ſeen in me, do, and th 
God of peace ſhall be with you. 


Hereunte may be added the Argument 


whereby he perſwadeth Timothy to per- 
ſeverein God's Truth and fear, Conti- 
nue thou in the Truth which thou 
haſt learned, for thou haſt known my 
Doctrine, manner of life, 3 
faith, long ſuffering, Charity, Patience 
Perſecuti ons. | 

In tendeney to this . 


. 


3 


Sees. ea hm > a 


0; 


have enconraged the printing of this 
enſuing Narrative of the Life of Mr. 
Thomas Cawton, our Reverend and 
Id © uch endeared Brother. His neceſſary 
li- tranſplantation for\health s ſake, from 
i- an Aguiſb air in Eflex unto London, 
ns | wade way. for our eatquaintance with 


ce, if Him, where upon frequent and familiar 


nel converſe with him, he became more and 
2. more precious in our acconut. We ex- 
- perienced him a man both learned and 
vs, if piowe. He was Orthodox and laborious 
ho in his 54 . In his whole converſa- 


n; tion, both per onal and relative, be held 


bis forth-much ſweetneſs, with meekneſs o 

ra- hos and 2 of we 7 ak | 
vel Notwithſtanding the variety of changes 
the with which he was exerciſed, in regard 
bu. of the Times, and manifold TranſaTi- 
ent ont, he was ſtill ſteady in his courſe , 
walking with God, and by faith ſeeing 
him who is, Fiſible. As his company 
was te to as while we enjoyed 


it, ſo was his removall grievous where 
be was baniſhed from ws. It would be 
eſteemed auſeleſstantologie,if we ſhould 
| atteſt that which this Hiſtory of his bo- 
aud fryitfull life repreſenteth to 
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To the Reader. 


view and imitation. Therefore we ſhall 

detain thee no longer from peruſing this 
Narrative, which is drawn up by an able 
and faithful hand ; but commending | 
thee with this and all other means of thy 


ſpirituall advantage to the bleſſing o 
the Almighty , through Chriſt, in 122 
we remain, 


Thy ſoul · friends and Servants, 


May 24. 1662. 


Arthur Jackſon. 
Edm. Calamy. 
Simeon Aſbe. 
James Nalton. 
Tho. Watſon. 
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THE 
FEE and DEATH 
Of that Reverend and Holy 


Man of God, 


„ IN. THOMAS CAWTON, 


Late Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Rotterdam in Holland. 


2 


Homas Cawton wasborn at Rain 
bam in Norfolk in the year 
1605. of honeſt Parents, un- 
der whoſe tnirion. and edu; 
cation he remained, til the 

immature part of his life 
vas ſomething ripened, and made capable of 
deing improved for higher deſigns than thoſe 
of his Infancy. The grain of his nature from 
child lay towards the Miniſtry, to which he 
nad fo ſtrong an inclination , that nothing 
ould unbyas or divert the current of his 
affeftions from an eager defire cf following 
hat imployment. 

His Parents ſeeing him indued with ſo good 

principle, were very ſolicitous how to 

bring him up in learning — being * 


N 
f 


E 


The Life and Death of 
diſcouraged by the ſmalneſs of their eſtate 
want of friends and counſel, how to manage 
their affairs moſt for his good: they were in 
ſuſpence , having their eyes towards God 
whoſe good hand of divine providence fa 
vouring their intended enterpriſe, ſtirred uy 
friends above expectation, and particularl 
procured the Patronage of Sir Robert Townſ: 
end, a Knight of Norfolk, eminent for part: 
and piety, whoſe rare endowments both for 
Religion and Learning, as they did accoms« 
pliſh his Perſon , ſo they ſounded forth hi 
praiſe in that County. This munificent 
Macenas having encouraged his Parents by 
his bounty, he was ſent to the Trivial Schoo 
to be inſtructed in ſuch kind of literature 
might fit him for the Univerſity: during 
which time, I cannot but note the ſweet 
carriage and condeſcention of his worth 
Mæcenas, who would call him up into his 
own chamber and pray with him, and oftei 

ive him Verſes to make, and correct them 
RinſelE When he came a little to under 
ſtand himſelf and the uſe of Learning, he 
was ſo unwearied in the further purſuit of it 
that to out- itrip others, he did conſtantly 
riſe very early ſummer and winter; inſomucl 
that (though he had a great way to go te 
School ) yet he would be there before his 
Maſter was ſtirring, and had admittance in 
to his Maſters chamber, where he did every 
morning conſtrue a Chapter in the Greek 
| 8 Teftament 


* 


Mr. TRomas Cawton. 
eſtament at his 'bed-fide: by this means 
gehe got an exact skill in the Greek Text, in 

much, that he could at the firft fight ex- 
lain any chapter, 'or verſe in-the whole 
eſtament, before any of his fellow Schol- 

Mars, and this he would often ſay he got by 
he by, while others got nothing : thus in- 
uſtrious he was even then to improve the 

Mery ſhavings of time, which though it be — 
thiefand may be known by its pace ſteal- 7*%*Þus infla- 
g away , yet he was ſo vigilant as that he bile furtim 


2 . . AY 
at never was a time ſerver was in this 1 — — 


nce a great time ſerver, or rather obſer- ſimnum et je- 
r, accounting none à worſe thief than cos effuir. 
im that ſteals from himſelf ſo rich a com- 
2 aodity as time, in doing ill, or that which 
next co it, nothing. 


Hav ing for a while manifeſted his affectio- 
ate love to learning, as alſo given many 
ident demonſtrations of his proficiency, 
th to his Maſter and noble — , e 
as judged fit for the Univerſity, and was 
cordingly ſent thither, and maintained by 
Sr Reger, he was admitted in Queens Col- 
dge in Cambridge: where he bad for his 
ucor Mr. Jobs Goodwin , but he ſucked in 
ne of his evil Principles, which even then 
endeavoured to infuſe into his Pupils , 
ough it were afterwards that he diſeover- 
himſelf more fully in ſetting his hereti- 
U Do&fines more openly to ſale. — 
During his ** the Colledge * 
2 1 


The Life and Death of 
did moſt. exquiſitely. perfect and poliſh hi 
Naturall parts (which were very good) bi 
Art and Grace: he was an hard Student, an 
as he had begun at School, ſo here he wa 
an excellent husband of his time, ſo provi 
dent and frugall that he highly valued chi 
ſhreds and odd ends of it, and would gathe 
up the fragments of this alſo that nothi 
might be loſt: he preſently embraced tl 
reſent occalion , thoſe that were intimate 
ly acquainted with him give him this cha 
rater that he was the greateſt enemy in th 
world againft delays , and would not onl 
ſpeak for the frons capillata, but bimſe 
laid hold on the fore-lock of opportunity 
in ſo. much that his uſuall motto was tha 
of the grave Rabbin d YwIP x7. = 
ſi non nunc, quando ? If not now, when ? he ac 
counted more of one hour preſent, than 
the hopes: of many tocome, and was muc 
for the ſeaſon for every Study, knowin 
Virtute er in- there was meals 2gbv©: a zap, much tin 
duſtria bena. in an oportunity: and that time might þ 
rumg; artium kept with bit and bridle (not from fleein 
ftuaits frenari away, but) from periſhing. He was ſo ir 
poſſunt tempora duſtrious chat he had no leaſure to be idle 
non quin Pez, f that leaſure:that f 
ant ſed ne pe- but was moſt glad of that leaſure that ga 
reant. him leaſure to imploy himſelf, for he efteeme 
an unimployed life a burden to it (elf, a 
thought that man ugworthy of the wo 
that never did any thing in thę world b 
lived and died. — 4 
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Mr. Thomas Cawton. 


Je was obſerved in matters of learning to 
im very high, being poſſeſſed with an He- 
dick kind of ambition, contemning medi- 
:Wcrity, and contending for excellency; he 
Would read Ringelsberg de rationi ftudii to 
het and edge his appetite to learning, and 


- Wfterwards ufed to commend the Book to 


oung Schollars as a notable piece to quicken 
hem in their Studies, and to ſpurr them 
Wn to great and noble enterprizes, and him- 
lf would often uſe that ſpeech. of his 
uam turpe eft mediocrem eſſe velle, its but 
can and low to be of a middle ſtature in 
earning : and therefore he would never ſet 
imſelf bounds , thus farr will I go and no 
Further, Pleget as much learning as. ſuch ' 
n one hath and no more, but was ęExpiring 
Fo rhe higheft pinnacle of knowledge, ne- 
er ſetting himſelf any task, but that of 
erfection: this generoſity of his mind was 
eiled with ſo much modeſty, and ſo free 
rom curiofity that his demeanour ſeemed a 
. FEoncinued repetition of that Divine precept, 
. W-xpreſled in that elegant Parauomaſy wi vap- 
eyreiy Tap" 6 M gerd dane s eis rd 0wpeernins 
hat no man ſhould think more highly of 
imſelf than he ought to think, but to think 
oberly ; ſobriety was woven into and twiſt- 
d with the whole courſe of his ſtudies ; it 
mas the frame he made co the picture of 
buthe Muſes , though he were not ſo modeſt, 
as to let every one get above and before him, 


B 3 yet 


interficit. 


Qui de virtu - that he that is proud of his vertue, kils hir 
tibus ſuperbit ſelf not with a Sword, but with a medicine 
non gladio ſedhe could bear any thing but his own com 


medicamine ſe mendation he had lcarned how ro poſſeſſ 
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yet he was ſo modeſt as to preferr every one 
before himſelf, and to flight his own excel; 


lency; he was, as Nazianzer ſpeaks of Atta 
nta ſius dl rere e Temnnds 5 Toi or 


lofty in worth but low in heart, knowing 


learning rather than be poſſeſſed of it, and 


that by ballaſting his mind , left knowledg gf 


thould puff him up. | 
To inſtance in particulars, he being nat 
rally 'of a deep judgment , made a famou 


Logician , and would handle an Argument 
with extraordinary dexterity : for the Arts 


and Sciences he was well skilled in them toc 
eſpecially in thoſe of them that concern 
Divine. 


He was an incomparable Linguiſt, for the 


Oriental tongues; few in thoſe times (none 
almoſt ) of his ſtanding went beyond him 
he took much delight in the Chaldee, Syriack 
and Arabick, and to gain more and more 
Skill in them, got acquaintauce with the fa 


mous M beelock, then Arabick Profeſſor : but 


his greateſt and chiefeſt endeavours wer 


ſpent upon the Hebrew, in the ſtudy of whicl 


as the moſt profitable) he quickly conqu 
ed the difficulties of che tongue, and was 
Maſter of it; inſomuch that he was a great 
help-to: others; for that was his 9 
7 © 2 hen 


[tEs 


ont 
ccel 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
then he intended to be excellent at any 
hing, he taught others what he himſelf had 
earned thinking it the beſt way to get learn- 
g to give learning: he was even in his 
outh apt to teach; and I may ſay, to my 
nowledge, that many eminent in God's 
hurch at this day owe all the Hebrew they 
ave to his inſtructions. 

He learned and underſtood the Saxon, 
igh and low Dutch, the Italian, Spaniſh and 


French tongues perfectly, and read many 


| HOY. 


Books in them all, after he left the Univer- 


And it is worth the taking notice, that he 


got the skill he had in languages moſt by 
his own induſtry, having little or no aſſiſtance 
or encouragement but his love to tongnes, 
which put him upon turning every ſtone, and 


uſing every means needfull and fir to ob- 
tain his end, which labour of his was ſud- 
denly crowned with ſucceſs, and he with- 
out a Maſter made Maſter of the tongues, 
which to his dying day he kept bored to his 
mind as perpetual ſervants to be ſubſervient 
to their Miſtreſs Divinity. 

As his profound reaſoning ſhewed the depth 
of his judgment, ſo his readineſs in langua- 
ger, in underſtanding ſo magy, and chat 

owell as he did, does evince and evidence 
the ſtrength of his memory; judgment and 
memory ſeldom meet together in one and 
the ſame perſon, but in him they kiſſed and 

a B 4 embraced 
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embraced each other, and with a fiſterly 

complyance dwelt together in unity, hel . 
ing one another, and both conſpiring to make 
him throughly furniſhed to every good word 
and work. ; 

But that that made his parts fo eminent 
was his eminent piety, his holy, ſtrict, pre- 
ciſe converſation 3 he never thought much 
of doing or ſuffering much for God: he was 
a noted Profeſſor both in the Town and 
Colledge, and went through much oppoli- 
tion, though but a young Diſciple ; yet he 
was truly conformed to his Maſter in indn- 
ring the contradi&ions of finners ; as adver-þ 
ſity was his Univerſity to teach him more of 
God, fo the Univerſity was his adverſity for 
teaching the waies of God: for he was an 
early — for Holineſs, and could 
better bear the reproaches of men for his 


holineſs, than the wrath of God for his un- Ei 


holineſs, behaving himſelf ſo that none 
could ſpeak truly and reproachfully of him 
at the ſame time. 4. 

He was naturally inclined to ſolitude, 
and having through deſire ſeparated himſelf, 
he intermedled with all wiſdom, he loved tu 
withdraw and retire from the world, giving 
himſelf much co meditation and prayer, 
thinking he had fludied well when he had 

rayed well : in this ſolitude he entertained 
bis Saviour, and by his refreſhing ſociety 
was more and more in love with his — 
; d as 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
as I may (ay ) ſociety 3 he could ſay with 
yprian, Solus non eſt cui Cbriſtur comes eſt, he 
ants no company that hath Chriſt for his 

panion: and indeed though ſolitude 
to ſome hatefull, to others hurtfull, yet 
e that knows not how to be alone, knows 
re- Mot how to be in company with profit: this 
ieh know, that the leſs wiſdom a man has, the 
vas Inore he complains of the want of com- 
ndſÞpany. | 
oſi· The ſociety he converſed with was of thoſe 
he hat were painful and pious, he kept no com- 
iu-Ppauy with bad company, ſuch as loved God 
er- Here his friends, ſuch as would come toge- 
of her to pray, and confer about religion, and 
for Mrengthen one anothers hands again pro- 
aneneſs and ungodlineſs, ſuch were, his 
elight, and with ſuch he would be very fa- 
iliar and open-hearted ; If there be a Da- 
lilab under Heaven it is evill ſociety , this 
as one ſays ) will bind us, betray us, blind 
sand undo us: but the Lord being merci- 
ull co him preſerved him blamleſs and ſpot- 


e, Micſs in the midſt of a wicked generaron of 
If, WSchollars, his righteous ſoul being vexed 
tu Wor the unlawfull deeds of thoſe amongſt 
ig which he dwelt. The ſtream of example 
r was never ſtrong enough to makehim ſtirr a- 
d long with it, when a gale of cuſtom would 


carry others with full ſails to the port of 
y endleſs andeaſleſs miſery : alienis perimus ex- 
emplis, we moſtly borrow our own ruine, and 
b periſn 


mpany, and would bring them into 
. iety of ſome pious Schollars of which 
e 
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periſh upon credit ; non ad rationem ſed 
ſimilitud inem vivimus , unde iſta tanta coacer. 
patio aliorum ſuper alios cadentium, we more 


aim at — {gg others than like men that ra 
are rationall, and thence we ſee what great a. 


heaps ſtumble one upon another: but he 
took up no imployment, followed no cor 
pany but what he had the broad (cal of Hea 
ven to confirm, and what the narrow way 
co Heaven did warrant as uſefull to travel 
with up the hill co happineſs. . 

As he was carefull of himſelf left he 
ſhould at any time fall into bad company, 
ſo he was very deſirous and laborious to keey 
others out of it, and reclaim thoſe that 
were inveigled in it. Particular and eſpe- 
ciall notice was taken of one thing for which 
he was eminent and exemplary , which was cc 
this, that when any young youths came to F 
the Univerfity either from his own Coun- b. 
try, or elſe where, ſuch as he knew, or was Wt ct 
informed were well educated under godlyſ fi 
Parents, or a godly Miniſtry , he would be f. 
ſure toget acquaintance with them at cheir t. 
&ci coming to the Univerfity , before they q 
were ingaged, intangled, or infe&ed wit 


0 
ſelf was: he wes ſo pious as to lead: 
them from the ſnare , and ſo prudent as tf 1 
take them at their firſt coming , ſhewing d 
them the danger before they fell into it 4 0 
| an 


Mr. Thomas Cawton, © | 


ad thereby diſingaging them from the 


4 and acquaintance of vain and de- 


MWauched pon pg 1 which that Colledge 
u 


as | Full, and who were as ſo man 

x any, 74 the Devil, venting the — 
which that grand Malefacor had to (ell to 
young Schollars: ſeverall there were in the 
olledge at that time who drew away new- 
ome Students from their books and ſtudies 
o their ungodly company and ſo made 
hem debauched like themſelves , they were 
ot content to go to Hell alone, but they 
muſt force others to go many miles inthe 


broad way, who of themſelves would not 


have gone ane; yet though this might ſeem 
to diſcourage him to ſee what Merchandize ' 
was made of ſouls, he conſcienciouſly, and 
conſtantly laboured to counterwork theſe 
Factors of Hel, and drove a trade for God in 
beſtirring himſelf to infinuate into any lad 
that was ingenious, and was very ſucceſ- 
full therein, to the aſtoniſhment and con- 
fufion of his oppoſers : many had great cauſe 
to bleſs God for him, and their firſt ac- 
quaintance with him, for his bringing them 
to Dr. Preſtons, and Dr. Sibbs his Lectures 
in thoſe times, and ſome (to the knowledge 
of a Reverend and learned Divine, his inti- 
mate friend at the Univerſity, from whom 
I have this part of the narrative) that are 
yet alive have blefled God for their ac- 
quaintance with him; this his unwearied di- 

( ligence 
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ligence in trafficking for God in his younF'. 
ger — was ſo generally obſerved in chal 
Colledge , that it grew almoft into a pro 
verb among the lewd and profane Schol 
lars, that ſuch and ſuch « youth was poiſon' 
by Carton fad ion, and was become a Cay 
toniſt, which nevertheleſs could not in the 
leaſt deterr him from proſecuting che work 
of the Lord, or from abiding and abound 
ing in it, but rather rooted and grounded. 
him, eſpecially when he conſidered his la- 
bour was not in vain in the Lord, and that 
God did graciouſly let him fee of the travel 
of his Soul, in che welfare of thoſe Sonls 
which he had been a means to deliver from 
being taken captive at Satans will. 

He remained faithful in this good imploy- 
ment, as alſo in following his private ftudies 
in the Univerſity, till he cook his degree o 
Maſter of Arts, ſeldom abſenting : and ha- 
ving ſerved an apprenciceſhip of ſeven years 
to humane learning, he found it prov'd but 
a blear-cy'd Leab (as an ingenious Author 
loves to ſpeak _). and not ſo amiable as was 
expected; therefore now he reſolves to ſerve 
for Rachel, that is Divinity, which is more 
beautiful and quick-fighted. 

In order to his ſtudy of Divinity he remo- 
ved for a time from the Univerſity to a place 
called Aſbmell, twelve miles from Cambridge, 
to live in the houſe of that Reverend and 
holy man of God Mr. Herbert Palmer, — | 

Miniſter 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
MWlinifter of chat place, from whom (as he 
imſelf would often ſay) he reaped no ſmall 
Wecnefit in his firſt ſetting upon the ſtudy of 
heology, beth Theoretical and Practical: 
e followed his bufineſs cloſely, and with 
auch delight; and, which is moſ and beſt, 
We ſtudied Theological Truths with a Theo- 
| ogical Heart; and indeed they are divine 
ections and a divine converſation which 
nake rhe Divine: Impii quidam bomines egre- | 
Wie videntur callere rd Huarytiday revers ta- Alſted. 
en illa cognitio rerum T beologicarum eſt Adab 
58, quia ſieri non poteſt ut Cognitio vere 
7 Þeologice bavitet in corde non Theologo. Many 
Ticked wretches ſeem to be excellently skil'd 
Divinity, but the truth is, ſuch a know- 
edge of Divinity is no Divine knowledge; 
or it is impoſſible that true Divine know- 
edge thould dwell in an heart that is not 
Divine. Having grafted his Divinity know- 
edge upon a Divine heart, and watered it 
ith his tears in his frequent and fervent 
addreſſes tothe Fountain of ſaving Wiſdom, 
od ſpeedily gave an encreaſe with the en- 
reaſes of God z ſo that he in that place be- 
gan his Miniſtry, ſomtimes aſſiſti r. Pal- 
mer in Preaching, alwaies exerci imſelf 
unto Godlineſs, giving attendanct to read- 
ing, to exhortation, and to doctrine; not 
neglecting but ſtirring up the gift of God 
that was in him, and in ſtudying to approve 
himſelf to God a Workman that needeth not 


to * 
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to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the Wor 
of Truth. | 

After he had thus prepared and furniſhe 
himſelf for the Miniſtry, though he were fit 
yer he apprehended it not ſo ſaft to ence 
upon a Paftoral Charge, for his fingul 
modeſty made him ſuſpe@ his own abllitit 
and ſtrength; he was ſo little in his ov 
eyes, that he could not be leſs in the eyes « 
others than he was in hizown : wherefore | 
ſtill continued aſſiſtant to Mr. Palmer, till 
length (by the means ofthe Reverend Mr 
Tbomæ Down Miniſter of Exeter) he was ca 
led to live in the houſe of Sir Villiam Ar 
of Orton in Huntixgton-ſbire , to which plac 
he had a free and clear call by a ſpecial 
vidence of God, the circumftances of whic 
would be too long to infiſt on in this brie 
Relation. While he was there he was wel 

cloved both in the Family and Countre 
for vis abilities, faithfulneſs, and plain deal 
ing with that Family, from the higheſſ to th 
loweſt :) A Papiſt could ſay, that few ric 
mens Confeffors fhould be ſaved; that is 
that ſe great mens Chaplains fhould go te 
Heavey uſe they were ſo apr to flat 
their MMers: but he could neither ſmot he 
faults, nor ſmooth them over in the eſt, 
but would fo ſweetly reprove and admoniſl 


all ſorts according to their qualities; that 3 


though he were ſo honeſt as to be plain, y 


he was ſo diſcreet as to be pleaſing in his r 
prehenſions: 
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Schenfions-: this his faithfulneſt joyned 


ch agrave familiarity gained him the affe- 


iſhel ons of all. 
He was ever taking occaſion to do good in 


iris profitab 


t Family : more eſpecially in his ſolid 
nd and — Expoſition of Scripture, in - 
e and clear way of principling 
cechifing and building them up in their 
oft holy faith : andin his Family and pri- 
te prayers with and for them: thus he 
nt and was ſpent for God, laying himſelf 
for his Lord and Mafter , and imitati 

m in his readineſs to inſtruct the meane 
loweſt capacities, ſuit ing himſelfto them, 
d becoming all things to all, that he might 
n ſome 3 by which means, backed with a 
ious godly converſation, he ſo effeQually 


ie ought upon that Family, chat many have 


11] 


hat 


yet 


1 
ns: 


Wuſe to be thankfull they ever were of that 


mily, for his ſake. 

Not to let the gift of 8 reſt, and 
ruſt, he often preached for the godly Mi- 
ters round about him in that Country, 
ich Province he ſo zealouſſy, piouſly, and 
rnedly performed, that he generally gam 
the hearts of all the godly in that Coun- 


. eſpecially of the Miniſters, wicneſs that 
eſt, 


ge teſtimonial given him under the hands 
the chiefeſt Miniſters in that County at his 
parture; in which they much bewsil their 
at loſs in parting with. bim. He was with 

Wiliem Armin four years, painfully fo 

| e lowing 


he was perſwaded, reſolving that when Ge 


ſoon enough to ſee him living: yet Sir 
ger had not forgot him, for juſtbefore hi 
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lowing tris private ſtudies, family duties, ani th 
often publick Preaching: and now he w 
perſwaded to venture into the World, an pr 


to ſerve God more publickly in his Church 
to which, by the advice of ſome able Divine 


ſhould make way for him , he would chee 
fully embrace the offer of a Living. 

About this time his worthy Mecens (ne 
ver to be mentioned without a Preface of hc 
nour ) Sir Roger Townſend being very 
unt6 death, ſent for him, but he could ne 
come, (though he made all poſſible haſt 


death he ſealed a preſentation ef him to 
living in Eſſex called Vivenbo not far frot 
Colcheſter , that being then void. 

Much lamenting the death of his worth 
(now glorious) Macenas, and leaving ti 
place he had at Sir Villiam Armins he en 
tred into his Miniſteriall charge at V iuenb 
he found the Town notorious for all man 
ner of vice and wickedneſs, drunkenneſs an 
ſwearing. abounded among them, but eſpe 
cially Sabbath-breaking , ic was their con 
mon practiſe, (ic being a ſea Town) to brin 
up their fiſh and ſell it on the Lords day, a 
moſt at the Church doors : they would cx 
cuſe themſelvs that if they kept their fiſh th 
ſhould ſpoil Gods creatures: poor wretches 
as if it were-worſe to ſpoil $ 9 
thai 


fo 


— 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 

chan to diſobey Ged the Creator. .. 
He was inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
preaching againſt that ſin , reproving them 
with much zeal, meekueſs and compaſſion to 
heir Souls: perſwading them not to goto 
ſea on Saturday, which they moſtly didin 
regard of a Market near by kept on Mun- 
day, which they ſaid was the beſt market 
Schereaboucs for their profit: ſuch and the 
ho like cavils he cafily removed, ſhewing the 
ſid weakneſs of them, and bringing arguments 
| nofff againk their ungodly! courſes, to confute 
— ſpecious pretences which Satan ſug- 
geſted to them to defend their finswirhall , 
ind. to defeat the reaſons that ere brought 

on Gods ſide for their cternalbuiel fare. 
Notwithſtanding his: publiok: i 


and his private admonithing, 2 

very didtrule. work. co bring them of from 
that finful practice aſea · men of all nian be- 
ing moſt obſtinate) vdr he gave not over; 
he ws not ſhort breark' n che oα of the 
Lord, but ſtill was moporcrunate Wiha hom 
ro lonkide Soulswdnk: and eernity work!, 
al ancpunctcded ta ſnarp and icuttia rebukes 
om] plainlyiſtatiug their cafe herr aud heit 
caſe hereafter. Many of bit Pd rav ald fend 
him $ſh4n:the evening of che Lords day, bun 
ex ke never would receiye any: he would not 
hej be bribed to ſtop hivdnouch , h horeOe- 
es hemently declaimediagainſt abeinfm au 
zave them no neſtudill:there i fucks res 

C formation 
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formation wrought in the place; as cauſed 
the admiration of ſuch as knew that pee 

e 
4 Thus it pleaſed God to give a bleſſing te 
his unwearied labours amongſt them in 
plentifull Harveſt of converts, many com 
ing in to him, and ſeeing che evil of their fin: 
were ſavingly wrought upon, and given in te 
him as che ſeals of his Miniftry : others were 
reſtrained to an aſtoniſhment : the pow 


&:Aſlizes::''4:amr Cure the change ch 
ments was made in the People of 


| Fr ; 
Ano Ot igt tand 

a — — — 4 Be- 

nas th be H un in immotall Re- 
„„ 
ling for which he was noted dis thatſſ 
Rave his zeai in: preaching: againf 
aud tb all tenets; whiel 


(as 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
one ſpeaks) though Paul never planted 
Sc Apollos ever watered (to be ſure God 
ver bleſſed them) yet grew a _ in all 
Wrners of the land t he did ſo ſolidly and 
nvincingly eonfute them, that he kept his 
riſh almoſt free from them, when other 
ons were mightily infeſted , and infect- 
with the Sedarien inſet: He gave here 
lear evidence of what I ſaid before that 
ſucked in none of 7ebn Goodwins prin- 


inqles though he were his Pupil. 


e often preached at Colcheſter for Reve- 
id Mr. Robert Harmar, where there was 
Wieſt of Sedaries, bur he feared neither 
zh nor low. Once having preached up- 

chat Text, If God be God , ſerve bim; 
Baal be God ſerve bim: the Anabepriſts 
Weatned. him on the Road to pull him off 


ohm his horſe as he was riding home, but 


t God hindered: them. He had many 
putes and private conferrences with them 


fore he preached ſo much againſt them, 


Id found many of them very ignorant as 
catechiſtical principles: chey were per- 
Saded before they were inſtructed, and 
Scefore they would not be perſwaded'to be 
Fructed, for, as Tertullian ſpeaks, Here- 

ks perſuadendo decent non docend per ſua- 


e, they teach by perſwading, but do 


perſwade by teaching, they wooe and 
ice the affections of their hearers wit hou 
vincing their judgments. | 
$ | C2 No 


A) 
6 


Manus paupe- 
ri eſt ge- 
phylacium 
Chriſti, e 
quicquid Pau- 
per accibit 
Cbriſtus ac- 
ceptaf. 
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No man was ever more beloved of his pec 
ple thau he was; all ſorts rich and poe 
aid manifeſt a great deal of reſpe& and af 
fe&ion to him: the very children werefi 
taken with his winning way of catechizin 
them, that they loved him and their e 
techiſm the better for it: a great mar 
of them would every Sabbath day go tao 
gether to meet him between his houſe anÞm 
the Church ſhewing their readineſs to bot 
catechized by him. Thus he chat at fins 
was counted ſo ſevere, was eſteemed worth pi 
ofall love and honour, and that not onienc 
amongſt the good, but the bad, ſuch a Mapro 
jeſty there is in grace, and ſuch amiablq vas 
neſs there is in holineſs. he « 

This clteir love was not ill beſtowed, 'theqpou 
was none of it loſt, there being an ardeqpe. 
love in his breſt to them again, in ſo mucorc 
that he would often ſay Wivenbs was hn! 
firſt love. He hath this character given er 
him by all that knew him, that ide 
was very much unconcerned in the worlqpy t 
he was convinced that all the world cMin 
afford was either uncertainly good or ceſs it 
tainly evil, and therefore he could not if H 
his heart on that which was to. be trat 
pled under his feet, he counted the mou 
and bellies of the por the beſt treaſuri 
to ſtore up his goods in. All. the profits he 
his living for three years together, (bei Pod 
about an hundred pounds per mm) Mhat 
lai 


ai 


"FN 
20 
an 
ne 


ple 
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ſaid out upon the Perſonage houſe, which 
was old, and. ready to drop down: he built 
Sc. with brick from the ground, a very good 
Houſe, with Orchards of his own planting, 
and fiſh-ponds made at his own charge, 
nd was often heard to ſay, that it might 
pleaſe God this might be an inducement 
o ſome godly Preicher or other to come 
@mongſ his people when he was dead and 
dFotten : he cared not for his mony ſo much 
s for his people, and was of ſo publick a 
piric that he made all his private conveni- 
ncies give way to that way that did moſt 
Promote his peoples publick welfare, he 
Pas not content to do them all the good 
ie could while with them, but was ſollici- 
tous that one might ſucceed him who might 
De faithfull to their Souls: when he was 
Forced to leave the living he was offered 
n hundred pounds to reſign the Living and 
Perſonage-houſe , but would not, but pro- 
ided them a Miniſter who was preſented 
dy the Patron, and let the houſe go to the 
Miniſter, and all chat ſucceeded him as long 
it ſtands. 

Having finiſhed the houſe, and enjoy- 
ng ſome content in ſeeing his ſpirituall 

hildren walking in the truth, God inclin- 
ird his heart to Marriage (which was after 
he thirtyeth year of his life) and he gave 
od leave to chooſe his Wife, for I count 


bat giving leave to chooſe for us, when we 
C 3 chooſe 
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chooſe for God, or in order to Gods gle 
ry more than for our own profit, when thi 
fide God is on carries it in our choice: he w 
offered many great matches, but none 


qualis ſit uxor good as that which he pitched upon, whit 


was Mrs Elizabeth Fenkin, daughter to t 
Reverend Mr. Wiliam Jenkin a renowne 
Preacher in Snxdbury ,*and Grand- child i ft 
the famous Mr. Kichard Rogers of Wethn 
field; He preferred the ftock ſhe came of 
her religious education, parts, and en 
nent piety before a great portion which 
might. have had with others: hethought 
good portian far abovea great portion. 
Being married he returned again to | 
charge of Souls in Wivenho, where he we 
on in his Miniſteriall function with mu 
delight, and as much dilligence : on Lo 
days he preached with a great deal of 
gour and life, and on week-days his li 
was a continued Lecture, and comm 
tary on his Sabbath Sermons : he went 
and down doing good, and did nor thi 
all his work was to be done in the Pulpi 
but diſcharged his conſcience and tn 
with much fidelity viſiting the ſick, adm 
niſhing the wicked, ſtrengthning the wea 
quickning the ſtrong, and counſelling 
Thus this holy man of God eontinu 
among them for the ſpace of ſeven yea 
during which time he was very fickly , a 
not likely co live long, being naturally 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
an infirm conſtitution; the badneſs ofthe air 
fat Vivenbo did not a litt le add to his diſ- 
e wil tempers. At the end of the ſeveuth year 
Jof his abode in Vivenbe, he had a very 
great fit of ſickneſs, in ſo much that his 

Phyſicians and friends. did even deſpair of 
J his recovery: but it pleaſed tlie great Phy- 
I ſitjan who was his Maker, as he had built 
bell the cottage of his body, ſo to ſhoar up the 
ge off building, and he was in ſome meaſure re- 
em ſtored to health: whereupon the advice of 
chil bis Phyſicians was, he ſhould change the 
ghth airs and get out of that could wateriſh place 
Ihe was in, and the more becauſe he con- 
o I ſtantly was troublcd wich an ague twice a 
well year at leaſt. London was the place which 
mul was thought might beſt agree wich his thin 
Lot body: a great many arguments were uſed 
»f of by his friends to perſwade him to leave Vi- 
is I venbo , but none could prevail but that of 
mei neceſſity, by reaſon of the intire love he 
nt ] bore to his people, and the great bleſſing he 
chi} ſaw God gave to his Miniſtry in that place. 
pi Neceſſity urging him more and more to look 
end) afcer his health; he was at length brought 
dml to hearken after a place to ſerve Gods 
weil Church in at London: and his intentions 
ig i being made! known, he was quickly called 
inul to the Pariſh of Bartbolomems behind tlie 
earl Royall Exchange: the main inſtrument of 
„ his ſettlement in that living was Sir Her- 
ny bottle Grimſtone who at that time dwelt 
oh in 
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in the fame Pariſh, and was his exceeding 
good friend; 

In London it pleaſed God, he had his 
health farr better than at Vivenbo, and 
quite loft the ague he was uſed to have twice 
a year all the while he was there. 

His health did not a little encourage him i 
to his former painfulneſs in the work of the 
Miniſtry, in which he now laboured more a- 
bundantly than ever, he was more carefull Tre 
of himſelt than ever, knowing he had'now 
more eyes obſerving him than ever, and 
that the fins of Teachers were Teachers of fins: (mc 
he was well acquainted with the meaning of he 
the Ceremony, Lev. 8. 24. where Moſes put in 
the bloud on the lap of the Prieſts right ear, ſth! 
on the thumb of their right hand, and on the C- 
great toe of their right foot; Miniſters muſt Yun 
hear, work, and walk right: and therefore I hi: 
he dayly went out and in before his people, pr 
| as an enſample to the flock : the very pro- if F- 
3 fane of the Pariſh would ſay, they believed fo 
Mr. Cawton did really believe what he prea- m 
ched, when they were ready to bark and th 
ſnarl at others, and ſay of them (as one ſaid th 
of vicious Miniſters) that when they are in ac 
the Pulpit it's pity they ſhould ever come p- 
out, they are ſo good in their Inſtractions: n' 
when out af the Pulpit it's pityithey ſhould I Cv 
ever came in again, they are ſo bad in their} h 
conveiſa tions... 
Having preached ſome time, he began tof t 

2 reſume 


ing 


| Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
ume his old Theme of oppoting Herefies 
hich crept inapace into the Kingdom : He 
roved a true Malle Hereticorum, and 2 
lagellum errorum ; when he had preached ſo 
ealouſly againſt the Sectaries, that his 
riends were afraid they would have dragg'd 
aim out of the Pulpit, ke would ſay, I am 
t for the defence of the Geßel, and am re- 


Jol ved, with Gods aſſiſtance, to contend ear- 


reftly for tte Faith. 

In the year 1648. the February after King 
Cbarls the firſt (of glorious memory) was 
moſt inhumanly and unnaturally beheaded, 
he was defired by the Mayor ofthe City(then 


Jin being) to Preach before him and his Bre- 


thren the Aldermen of Londen at Mercers 
Chappel on the 25. of that Month; which he 
undertook, andaccordingly performed. In 
his Prayer, as he thought it his duty, he 
prayed for dur Legall Sovereignand the Royal 
Family. In his Sermon he laid nothing be- 
fore his Auditory but Goſpel-cruths; but li- 
miting of Souldiers too much (as they 
thought) co. the Divine rule, and ſhewing 
them how in their places they ought to 
adorn the Goſpel , which was a thing too 
preciſe for them that could violently do a- 
ny thing: he was much threatned by them, 
ſwearing; they would moleſt him as ſoon as 
he had done, but God ſo refrained them 
that they were hindred-.in their defign at 
that time: he did in his Sermon, glance at 
mens 
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mens pretending an impulſe of fpirit and 


a 
thinking tbe ſucceſs of their cauſe was an evi- 10 
dence of its goodneſi, and in ſeverall exprefli-l 5 
ons did much croſs the ſe&aries, and King. 5 
killers of that time: I have added the heads x 


of that Sermon (as full as he writ them) to 
this narrative, hoping they will not be un- 
welcome to the world. | 

For that time he eſcaped the hands of 
nnreaſouable men, or rather the paws of 
roaring Lions, and raving Wolves; but 
not long after having a faſt at his own 
Church, and he concluding the day, there 
was a warrant procured by ſome malicious 
ſectaries and Soldiers, that had given in- 
formation of what they had heard at Mer- 
cers Cbappel, ( ſtiling his preaching. there 
ſeditious) ſummoning him to appear before 
the Councill of State, (it might well be cal- 
led a Councill of Eſtate, for they conſulted 
much together how to take away men eſtates, 
if not lives) when he had concluded the 
faſt, the warrant brought. by ſome Red- 
coats was preſented to him in the very 
Church, ſo greedy they were of their prey, 
the warrant ran thus : 


- Theſe are to will and require you, fortbwitb 
upon fight bereof to make peedy repair into any 
ſuch place where you ſhall underſtand the Perſou 
of Mr. Thomas Cawton to be, who bis 
before the Lord Mayor yeſterday, and bim you 
£ are 


Mr. Thomas Gawton. 
ere to apprebend and bring in ſafe cuſtody before 
the Councill of State for ſeditious preacbing, bere- 
of yon are not to fail, and for ſo doing this ſhall 
be your ſufficient Warrant. Given at Derby 
Houſe the twenty fixth day of Febraary 1648. 


) to 

un⸗ Signed in the name and by the 
| Order of the Council of State 

| of appointed by Authority of 

of Parliament. 

but Arthor Heſilrige P reſident. 

wn 5 

ere To Rowland Hawkard and 

us Richard Freeman Meſſengers 

0 attending the Council of 

** State, and to all the reſt of 


rely the Meſſengers attending 
Ire the ſaid Council. 


al- 
ed A true Copy of a Warrant direfied to me from 
Sy the Council of State the 26. of February, 
he $648. 7. * 
4 | per me 
. Row. Hawkgrd Meſſenger. 

2 


This Warrant was iſſaed out the very next 


day after his Sermon, but came not to him 
tb till che ſecond of Marcb: when he had look- 
cd on it, he told them (without any altera- 
* tion in Countenance or mind) he would go 
4 along with them, only defired them to go 
1 with him to his houſe, that he might take 


ſome- 
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ſomething. tg refreſn himſelf , having faſted 
all the day: is they though unwillingly aſ- 
ſented to, and they were followed with whole 
mulcicudes of people, which thronged about 
the houſe (crying out againſt their unjuſt 
dealings) to fee him go with tlie Soldiers : 
having refreſhed himſelf and prayed, he ſent 
for a Coach, and with unparallel courage 
and cheerfulneſs, taking a friend or two 
with him, went to the Councel of Eſtates, 
& though the Warrant was only for Sediti- 
ow Preaching, yet when he came before them 
they had nothing to lay to his charge but 
thoſe words in his Prayer for our LEG AL 
 SOVEREIGNandtheROTAL F A- 
MILT. He told .them he came to anſwer 
for a ſeditious Sermon, nor for his Prayer 
according to their Warrant, but they ſa- 
tisfyed him no other way, than by telling 
him he had proclaimed che King, and thar 
was high t reaſon according to an Ad of their 
on making , which made all loyalty Trea- 
ſon , when they themſelves were the Tray- 
tors. ; 

Hereupon that compleat Hypocrite Oliver 


Cromwell did with excremity of indignity & 
ſeverity admoniſſ and command him to re- 


-cant of what he had ſaid: but Mr. Canton 

no whit daunted by his proud inſolent car- 

riage, was Mr. Cawton ſtill, ſemper idem, 

and told him „If I ba ve done any thing not 

becoming 4 Miniſter of the Goſpel, 1 — : 
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Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
ſhould . be willing to vecant, and that was all 
they could get from him: which they tak- 
ing as a contempt of their Authority, made 
it an aggravation of his crime: and order- 
ed that he ſhould be kept in ſafe cuſtody 
that night. Their 8 carried their 
Captive to the Iriſh harp in Kings ſtreet 
Weſtminſter, and there kept him priſo- 
ner till the next day, and then he was a- 
gain brought before them, and asked whe- 
ther he was not ſorry for what he had ſaid, 
he replyed as before be had done nothing bus 
what did become a Miniſter of the Goſpel , and 
more they could not wring from him by all 
their menaces, and ſubtile captious queſ- 
tions, and therefore ſeeing all they could 
do was in vain to move this rock, they 
thought delaying was but dallying, and 
that no' argument would preyail but a Pri- 
ſon to make him | recant : wherefore they 
Agreed to ſend him to the Gate-houſe in 

eſtminſter, and immediately drew. up a 
commitment, which was as follows. | 


| Theſe. care to will andirequire you forthwith 
«pon fight hereof to takes into your ouſtody the 


body of Thomas Cawton clerk, and him ſafely. 


keep in your — of the Gatehouſt , be being 

committed for Treaſon: againſt the late AT of 

Parliament, of mich you. are: in ne wiſe 10 

6 fail an for :f doing ibi⸗ ſhell be Jour ſuffi= 
21. 0 Les E 233 1; (88K 
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cient warrant. Given at Derby-Houſe this 
third day of March. 1648. 


Signedin the name. and by or- 
der of the Council of State ap- 
pointed by Authority of Par. 
liament. 


To the Keeper of R. Denbigh. 
the Cate- houſe, or Preſes pro tempore. 
to his Deputy. 


Hereupon he was carried to the Gate-houſe 
and there impriſoned: during the time he 
was there, his confinement did not in the 
leaft abace his confidence , which had great 
reward, one affliction had fitted him for 
another, and the croſs was to him but c- 
ticula fidei the whetſtone of faith, he could 
not ſee any new light iu a Priſon —ͤ—ͤ— 
leſs timorouſly petition ia viperous brood 
of UWurpers ,” but did even then declare to 
all that came to him fis ſtedfaſtneſs in and 
faithfulneſs to his former proceedings, ma- 
ny temptations he had to ſpare himſelf, as 
a ſorrowfull Wife digg with child, fix 
ſmail children to provide for, a good liv- 
ing in danger of being loft, but with a ho- 
ly craelty and . contempt he denyed them 
all, chat he might deny God nothing. He 
— almoſt half a year in Priſon ſoexem- 
plarily that his life ſeemed to thoſe that 
came 


[£] 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
came to him no leſs thana miracle, able 
to convert Infidels: it was a Heaven on 
earth (nay Heaven in'a Priſon) to be in his 
company. It will be worth my painsand 


thy patience to take a view of thoſe graces 


hat did ſhine moſt radiancly in his ſuffer- 
ings: and here a great cloud of witneſſes 
both Minifters and private Chriſtians , and 
mine own obſervation do preſent me with 
ſparkling Diamonds, which ſo dazled 
the eyes of his viſitants that all admired him 
for them. 
1. His fincerity , this was the corner ſtone 
of all his other graces, he gave ſo many 
vident demonſtrations of this, that ic was. 
as vifible as if he had had a caſement in his 
breaſt opened for every one to gaze into his 
heart 2+ he that ran might read that FOR 
Arwaleruth in the inward 2 „it was 
4 tet To legible a character in his out- 
ard praftiſes. A Reverend Miniſter of 
vndon Fately deceaſed; ſaid on his death 


bed, Mr. Cawtons Crown was bis ſincerity: 


ndeed” he walked ii a plain path; and 
ade ftreight Reps in that᷑ plain pach:he ab- 
iorred crooked ways, and would many times - 
ay ge cannot be perfet , yet ders 
[ 


be ſincers again he uſed to ſay , thac.carws 
policy would render weligion defpicable'at Taft, 
though Put men did take 4 great deal of li- 


erty to equivocute and daub over their 'wicked- 
, jet it would: prove: but untemperei mor- 
: tar 
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tar : he obſerved that the ftrongeſt faith wall. 
in the pureſt conſcience. He had his loins gin 
about with truth, and his heart armed 
well as adorned with .uprightneſs ; finceri 
ty was an ingredient in every One « 
his — and ſufferings, and the chi 
cordiall that comforted his ſpirits, ar 
kept them from drooping : his conſcieng 
bore witneſs that his fufferings were purel 
and meerly for God and his Cauſe, and th 
kept him from fainting fits in his work. 
would ſpeak much againſt half Chriſtia 
that ſerved God with f ſecret reſerve, an 
for the loaves. He could ſerve. God fc 
nought ., and thought .. his ſincerity 5 
nought that could not ſerve God for ht 
He was ſo far from having any deſign © 


own in his ſuftering,, thac he was gf Nagias 
ny excellent cemp 81 to 9 1 k 


y, chi to loſe 2 dne 
8 Ben Chee 8 bs —— ro 
or (as one ſpeaks) make a holt 
in 1015 — eience * pa Whole chin, he 
could not loſe mel ving tokeep — Livi 
end Jes. in a wotd,; his rejoycing was chi | 
y of his conſcience, thar in fim 
plicity an godly fGngerity , nos 2 ſbly 
.buc by the 2244 of God he had hi 
N ion in the world, | 
4 Faith A ve lie of i it, an 
Gel try the ſtrength of his Faith, 
well as the truth ofit, and found him a faicl 
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Veil ſervant, that ry en Pac a bare 
gu, ord of God, and think chart ſecurity enough: 
d ue wonld ſay, that they that won't be⸗ 
-crlicve unleſs they ſee a reaſon or experience,' ö 
do tacitely imply that God does not ſpeak 
hi ruck unleſs he prove it, or at leaſt that their 
anGfith- is more in reaſon ' than in God, 
Ne could confute an eye of ſence by an eye 
relſſof faich , and truſt providence where he 
thel-ould not trace it. Indeed it were no- 
hing to be a believer if every thing were 
een here, but to put '« holy confidence in 
hat unſeen power that does ſo mightily ſup- 
port us, that is to believe: He promifed 
znimſelf but little from the creature, and 
Vo was never much deceived by it, he could 
gk himſelf that queſtion, and anſwer itwith 
he advice of the wiſe Hebrew. = 
N ROI ny 
| N pa I ROM Ru 
iy ſpouldeft thou beg of # begger ? beg of God: 
ore not all things in the'band'of God 7 He knew 
Ahe world could not give that which it had 
1Sot , and therefore would not be a friend 
Hugo that which was never true to any that 
Jruſted it. He was one that thought he 
lui ould not expect too much from God, nor 
oo little from man: it was a note of his 
Jun, that Chriſt is more jealous of quy faith than 
eur deve, for bei het us believe in notbing 
| UfutbineſeFf though bel let us love ſomthing be- 
vides bim, fo it „ bim. He 


Was 
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was 4 ſecond Gamma whoſe ſpeech was what 
ever befel him: cu N alſo this foall be 
for good, according to the counſel of the 


Rabbin, ; 
Nam ben N 100 9 
 MIW2.DN1LER DN) TW 4 

Whatſoever. comes from God, acquieſce in it, and ; 

ſay alſo this al be for good. He believed that 5 

a good God made evils good to Believers, , 

in making good his promiſe that all thing ;, 

ſhould work together ſor good to them that ſe 
love God. By faith, this man of God o 

cheerfully endured impriſonment , by faith 3, 

he left his Wife and children, and friends, 


and living, and all, aſterwards (as ſhall be 

related in ics place) fotſaok che Land at 

his Nativity „ not fearing the. wrath of the 

Uſurper, by faith he ſojourned in a ſtrang 

Country where in faith he died, faith as 

the Italian Eceleſiaſtes obſerves , e un lum: 

M. Oochino ſi chiure et alto, cheoffuſcaude gl altri, ci 
” predich. 2. vedere le richea x- Povert a, Ia gloria nell 
confuſioni., ia ſecurta ne pericoli, la pace well 
perſecytioni.y le quieta ns trauagli, la felici 
nelle miſerie, et la vita nella merte, Its 
radiant and high: light ſet up in the firm 
ment of che Soul ,, which, like the aoonda 

. | ſee nichts ia poverty, glory in conſuſon: 
WM \ ſecurity in daggers Pence in perſecutious 
iz, * | \ reſt in labars,. felicicy\ in miſeries, ven, lif 
in death. Lam ſure he: Raggered nor at ch 


promiſ: 


2 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
romiſe of God through unbelief but was 
— in faith giving glory to God, and 
would often ſay none but believers makg God to 
be God. 

3- He was a Patron and pattern of ſelf de- 
niall, he durſt not look: after great matters 
in the world either for himſelf or children, 
but would often ſay to his dear Wife, I 


ca — * 


ny thing with God which he does not love 
for God. All things in the world are but 
little, and yet ro deſpiſe that little is 8 
great matter #2 eff mininam in buman« vita 
wegligere minima: but this man of God was 
no man for the world, becauſe he eſteem- 
ed all che grearneſsof the world unable to 
make him great, otherwiſe than by his con» 
FL — would often 4 „ do 
erve ors give 4 great deal of 

| uff ſcope to:tbe %, which rhey of ere ſhould 
ni do, but feould tye, up their — 
vr, and if Ged be God, tive a6 thoſe ther be= 
eee it. It was (as one obſerves) Ara his 


chf wpeech that fince men 3 not bring che 
| 2 


. world 


2 
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world to chriſtianity they have brought 
chriſtianity to the world, thoſe precepts that 
have bien too ſtrict to give us liberty to fol- 
low the worlds vanity, we have found vain 
diſtinctions and expoſitions of them to make 
choſe preeepts fignige no more than we 
practiſe: but we that make a good profeſſi- 
on ſhould make good our profeſſion. For his 
own particular, he was one that could not 
take a breadth in Gods narrow, or look 
for much elbow room in. the pinching way 
that leads to Heaven. He could ſtrip him- 
ſelf of his poſſe and poſſidere, all his abilities 
and enjoyments, and lay himſelf and them 
down'art the foot of his Saviour: be was fo 
much above himſelf that all things were be» 
„low him, and thought he was never per- 
fectly himſelf, till he had perfectly put off 
himſelf , his intereſt, his Judgment , his 
Will, his affections, lis relations, his all 
went at a word from Chriſt, he denyed him- 
ſelf, and denyed all, now judge whether 

this were not true lelf-deny-all. 

4. His patience was fingular , which was 
ſnewn not only in bearing but in willing 
bearing any: burden laid on his ſhoulders: 
Tolerare eft-patientie neceſitatis, amare telera- 
re eſt patientia virtutis, to bear is the pati- 
ence of neceſſity, to love to bear is the pa- 
tience of virtue: he was not ſo unhappy in 
his afflictions, as he was happy in his pa- 
tience. When at any time he was told of 
| his 


U 


* 


Mr. Thomas Cawton- 
his patience, and that God could not have 
icked out ſuch another to ſuffer for him, 
e would reply, 1 thank God I never am - 
ſo much impatient as to 5 religion abuſed to baſe 
and pri vate ends. All the while he was in 
Priſon, and afterwards in all the tribulations 
he went through he never charged God 
fooliſhly , not diſcovering. the leaſt diſcon- 
tent or diſtaſt, but when his viſicants-with- 
ed his releaſment, he would ſay, hs that be- 
lieveth makes no haſt , and, in our «fliftions we 
ſhould neither faint nor fret, read the 37th 
Pſalm;he fainted not by diſpair, knowing that 
God was alſufficient, he fretted not by 
paſſion, kuowing that Gods cauſe might 
often need his patience , never his paſſion. 
This his patience was boiled up into joy 
and triumphing in tribulation, he expreſſ- 
ed more joy in parting with the world, 
than ever he did for the enjoyment of it: 
He was ever contented with a little of the 
creat ure but when God called him to it he 
cated not for any thing of it, thinking 
thoſe. wants well ſupplyed that were ſup- 
lyed with contentedneſs? It's not abun- 
dance. that contenteth and enricherh, but 
want, to wit, the want of deſire, for he that 
is poor in deſires is rich in content, ſum- 
me opes inopia cupiditatum, He that defires 
nothing „ s in ſome ſort like God and 
thoſe that are already bleſſed, ho are hap- 
py not becauſe they have all, but beeaulſe 

D 3 they 


** 


Patientia non 
modo animi 


vim auget ſed noted that our peace of contentetion makgt 


aſperitarem 

ibſam dolorit 
inminuit of 
| pene in nibi- 


way for Gods peace of conſol 
nother time ſpeaking of Pauls being buſſe- 
ted, he ſaid, God ſomtimes did ſupply his 


erin; and at a- 


lum redigit, Peoples wants by wantr; Thus in che work 


at que binc 
uf acerrim 
" in dolore re. 


e be joyfull, and being joyfull he 


auen © could nat be miſerable. This was patience 


. immoti, alii | ns 


eſt condition he ſtudied arguments to cauſe 


hankfulneſs, and being thankfull he could 


tiam lati ſint. and more than patience. 


5. For reſolution, and executiou of his 
reſolutions none went ever beyond him, he 


was almoſtto a Proverb called, TH ER FE» 


SOLVED MAN: hechoſe with Atba. 


| Sedem maluit naſius rather to loſe his whole See than ane 
mutare quam 
Hllabam. 


ſyllable of truth and was obſerved 

many to act more according ta the willing: 
neſs of his ſpirit, than according to the 
ſtrength, (rather weakneſs } of his body: 
he would ſay, Iain Confident God will bave 
me todp ar well ac ſay; true it is & ox ne peut 
point trouner de is pour aſſenrer Ia peur, 
et pour ls reudre bar die: & que C il ſe trou- 
vort des grmuriers qui en franſres v6 Peigſſent 
faire, ils aurgyent grand preſſe. None can 
furd out an harmeſs ſufficiene to make fear 
fearleſs and if there were Armourors 


that cauld and would make ſuch an her- 


neſs they would have cuſtom : but 
Cad had ficeled his breaft with undaunted 


fartitude 
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they defire nothing : comparing the 6th 
verſe of the” 4ch of Pbil. with the 7th , he 
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Mr. Thomas Cayton. .39 3 
forticude , and through the power of his | 
ht he could defie every thing belides || 


—. 


bet below God, the joy of the Lord was 
a- | his ſtrength, he had not only his armour on 
fe» him but in him. Reſolution (as one = 
bis | as 8 ſtrong ſtream carries down all before 


it, lictle good is done in Religion with- 
aſe out it; and with it, all is as good as done: 
id his chriftien generofity and magnanimity 
he || ficced him for any encounter, and put him 
ee upon a 71 eier, ſomthing more chan o- 
ther chriſtians could do: He ſaid once, they 
his thet de but little for God do as much as ſay , 
he | ther either they have but little ground why they 
E ſhould do much for God , or if that they-bave 
ba» great ground they are groundleſs in what they. 
me 40: come of it what would bis heart was 
by fixed and reſolved for high and noble en- 
ig: ploits: courage it (elf —— ſoon have 
the turned coward as he, ſo firm was he to his 
7 principles. He wes (as Nazsanxen (peaks 
«vel of Athanaſius) both magnes and Adamas a 
ext | loadftone in his ſweet gentle drawing nature, 
wr, and yet an adamant in. his conftant reſo- 
on- Klute, unbroken, invineible carriage, he 
em was a wall of braſs nothing could enter 
tan though every ching aſſaulted: He was of 
ear an heroick Spirit, as bold as a Lion, 
ors as « good Soldier inducing hardſhip for 
ar- Chriſt without any hard thoughts of his 
but Maſter , nay chinking light of his ſufferings, 
ted knowing that it was not the hardneſ of 
de Dz affliction 


Mr. Reyner. 
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affliction ſo much as the tendernefs andi hir 
ſoftneſs of our nature that makes us fen get 
ſuffering , non quis dura ſed quia molles 2 | 
rimur, the ſufferings are not hard, bu — 
the ſufferers are ſoft,; as one ſpeaks ;"weſſwh 
do not ſo much not attempt things becauſeſ wo 
we find them difficult, as make them diffi-J my 
cult becauſe: we do not attempt them. Heſjwa 
could endure any neceſſity rather than pre- 
tend a neceſlicy of ſinning, knowing withſſbec 
Tertullian; 'non admittere ſtatum ſidci all- feſſ 


gatienem neceſſitatis delinguendi, quibus una fai 


eſt neceſſitas non delinguendi, that they can - ¶ ere 
not alledge a neceſſity of ſinning, who tio 
have but one neceſſity not to fin. That that fan 
made him ſo reſolved for God was his ex · es 
perience of Gods alſufficiency for as oneſ che 
ſays, its good Scripture logick to draw con · be 
cluſions of confidence from prem iſes of en. is p 
perience, nay he himſelf did note out off 


the fame Author, that experiences arc wh 


the finews of reſolution , they mettall andthe 
embolden 2 ſoul to ſtick to and ſtand for wit 
God and his cauſe. 15" $ 2:47 

Laſtly he perſevered in well doing, he 
was not for God in a mood, or when the fic 
took him, but went on in an even temper', 


and kept his pace: He was Jealous of his fi 

own heart, and would ſay, Satan mai} 

Fake occa ſton bet auſe I bave done — 

for God than others to make me ſecure , which 

js tbe way to fall; which conſideration _ 
: im 


andi him ſo ſuſpect himſelf, that with all dili- 
feu gence and heedfulneſs: he ſcanned: ev 

I part and paſſage of his life, and ns, he had 
— — well ſo he laboured to end well: 
wwe when he ſaw any godly men miſcarry he 
zuleſ would ſay.y; If God ſheuld leave meits: do ſo 
iff my life world: be a burden to me: and indeed he 
Heſvas ſo tender of Gods glory, that he would 
rather have fryed at a ſtake, than have 
been a ſhame to, or aſhamed of his pro- 
ſeſſion: He was faithfull to the death, and 
faid often, that perſeverance would ſet on the 
crown ef life; which in trouble and perſecu» 7 
tion _ — — — rages + the 
antecedent eavenly.plo idr pd %- 
eren d Srpenrds , if. — no triumph) Chyyſeft, 
the Crown is the relative, and theſe muſt not 
on · be ſeparated. He 8 the former and 
en · s perfected by bot. Neid 
t ai Theſe — were his fellow · priſoners 
are which welcomed all his viſitants; beſides 
andthe prayers which were made by him; and 
forſ wich him wit hout ceafing, which were the 

; Imefſengers he ſent abroad when he could 
hefſnor go forth himſelf. While he remained 
e fit in Priſon his charge was drawn up, andthe 
er [time expected when the. Uſurpers would 
his imbrue their hands in his bloud , yet com- 
ply he would not, he was a8 ſtiff as an oak 
nore in his way, and would not bend to. death 
bich Jit ſelf : he knew death might ſtrike him but 
it could not ſting him, it might let him at 

| | liberty 
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liberty from his 'impriſonmenc , 
make the Gare-houſe che gate of | Gy farhe 
houſe, but as for hurting of him he fearelſii 
no ſuck matter from ſo good a friend e 
death is to Gods people. ; 

In the midſt ofthe tears, and forrowfullh 
ſighs of his tel tions; and Hundreds: of G 
people looking for nothing but his ſudde 
execution, it pleaſed God to create hi 
a deliverance, the occafion whereof was 
victory the Parliament (if it be not à dif 
paragement to Purliaments to call it fo) h 
obtained in Irelend;; whereupon it was an- 
ved in the Houſe, that ſome acts of gra 
might be done in reſlimony of their cha 
fulneſs, and it was reſol ved chat ſome pi 
ſoners ſhould be ſec at liberty. Among off 
thers, ſome moved rhat Mr; Canton mig 
have his — 2 by their: votes carſpui 
ried it clearly ond a expettacion : 
God-over-ruled them whoſe: mercies wer 
cruelties, that there was an Order mad 
an » Which was this, | 


Die Mertic 14. Augaſti 4649. | 
Ordered by the Commens aſſembled ix Patio) 
liemont thet M. Camcon. be: ith, Meere 
charged of bis impriſaument:in the Gat b — 
8 2 
N N 


— 
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Mr. Thomas Cawton. . 
The joy that was expreſſed among his re- 
enfſations ond all that — him is 4 — 
ble, that which himſelf moſt rejoyced at 
as that God had delivered him; and not 
Ne himfelf, chat he had —— good conſci- 
ace while he was in Priſon, and that he 
the ſame now releaſed, that he had 
de no compolition with the Uſurpers, anll 
hat he was not only free from his confine- 
nent, but alſo free to declare to the world 
hat he was of the ſame mind he was before 
nd that a Priſon and death were but poor 
rguments with him to deterr him from his 
, 7 40 
For ſome {Hort time he en ed * oy 5 
rhich he (being — — his pa 6 | 
ollowed 105 miniſteriall function Ach 2 62 
8 ronred painfulneſs and alacrity; not o- 
Wnuitcing to declaim againft the fins of the 
imes., nor ceafing to pray for: our Dread 
dveraign. 
About which time there was a plat (as 
they called it, known by the name of Mr. 
Lues plot) diſcovered, the defign of which 
vas toſend a ſumm of money into Scetland 
to Major —— there in the Kings 
eervice: yrs he were heren — 
Nelapt 22 over, and Mr. Centos 
ing conſcious to the deſign, and a helper 
"bby his own contribution, rumors were 
I ſpread abroad that he that had abuſed che 
FYFartiaments mercy thould now infalliably 70 
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to it, and that he ſhould be ſent ore | 
dily : This made him take advice 
friends what to do in this ſtrait, he 
counſelled to keep himſelf ſecret in t. 
Country till it were ſeen what the Parli 
ment intended, which he did, and was hi 
in the houſe of Reverend Mr. Vbitabęr » 
Horn- church in Efſex : no ſooner was he d 

rted, but there came a warrant to fete 

im away, but he being not to be found, tl 
Meſſengers watched all night at the Ar 
twerp Tavern right over againſt his houſe 
thinking he might come home in the de 
of the night, but they were diſappointec 
and fain co g without him. 

He continued for ſome time at Mr. V bi 
kers, and ſpent it moſt in Prayer; every wee 
«one day was ſet apart on purpoſe for it: a1 
indeed his caſe was ſo full of Labyrinchs 
that he knew not what co do, only 
eyes were towards God to extricate hu 
andgtb lead him in aplain path becauſe 
his enemies. It was thought dangerous 
1y long hid for fear of his being diſcovered; 
and therefore having asked Counſell 
the mouth of the Lord., and his judicic 
friends, they agreed he ſhould be cot 
veyed away into Holland, in which voy 
age Mr. Nalten being much threatned fc 
the ſame crime, was his companion at 
fellow=ſufferer. 


A little before they ſet upon their voyage 


be 
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Mc moſt ſolemnly takes his leave of his dear 
ife in two letters, ſent ſpeedily one after 
nother , which becauſe they ſhew his faith, 
tience and reſolution in ſufferings, I think 
will not be amiſſe to inſerc, 
ne one was this, 


dear Heart, | 
* I am joyfull that God hath aſſiſted 

g thee in the midſt of thy ſorrowes, and 
ſufferings, ſo that thou art enabled to 
bear up» and to encourage thy (elf in God, 
and look upon his hand, as the work, 
of a Father towards his Child. Read 
Heb 12. and then ſee what way God takes 
with his Children. I do not fear but 
God will be thy husband in mine abſence, 
au and the Father of my fatherlgſs Children; 
let them be taught the fear of the Lord, 
and then they ſhall not want any good 
ching, and then he that leaves not his 
vill be their portion and God alſufficient. 
T1 ſhal igdeavourto lay upa ſtock of — — 
in heaven for them, I hope I ſhall Pray, 
and not- faint, both for thee and them, 
the Lord increaſe our faith, and then be 
it unto us according to Gods promiſes 
Band our faith. We muſt not be ſocovetous 
s co deſire two heavens; che wicked have 
their Portion in this life, we in another ; 
here perſecuted, in.the world to come 
che crown that is laid up for us; 2 
, 4e . c 
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ce the righteous Judge ſhall give unto u 
oc reioyce more to fee grace in thy Children 
cc hearts, than if thou hadſt t nds 
ce give them. Know that he that is our 
cc 1s the God of our ſeed, and thou reme 
ce breſt what the holy men of God ſaid 
cc I never ſaw the righteous ' forſaken, nor 
« ſeed begging bread. Train up our chi. 
© dren in their catechiſm, and in freque 
ce reading of the Scriptures, let them kn 
ce the Scriptures from their childhood, ar 
ce they will make them wiſe unto ſalvaric 
cc let me and them enjoy thy prayers, a 
cc the fervent prayers of all our fine 
cc friends: whatſoever is laid afide let 10 
ce the work of prayer be forgotten. 
te my friends of my condition, that 
ce may begg à way of the Lord for me; a 
« that I may be counſelled from He 
<yen how to imploy my ſelf, and that 
te may not be wholly laid afide as uſcleſiff. 
cc and that if God will give me my life ti. 
ce time alſo, Imay lay it out more ian ev: 
« for his glory; and that God would ke 
ec me from the ſnares of the place where 
cc may diſpoſe of me. I have loſt much tit 
ec and now would fain redeem ſome ofit 
«if God will give an opportunity, wh 
ce God has brought me to a place of reſt, 
ce ſhall (I hope) not loyter in my ſtudies a 
<c have dens. If I have an opportunity 

de friends of the Miniſtry and others - 
4A. 6C he 
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hear from me. The Lord hel us to keep 
the word of his patience, char he «ay 
© keep us in the hour oft 
ſoever my Brethren can lawful — 
virhout ſcandall to the wiſely 4 21 
14 ee advantage me for my true 
aud ſa r out. 
a mber me to all Friends that 
ng the Lord Jeſus "Chriſt i in ſincerity, 
ove t Intereſt me in 


; 7 bac «s che Church had two 


Y cc What ſha 
A blefle thee 


of wen Jars, th that ſhe 
E efiye from: Toy - Wilcernetk⸗ 
ſo God would 1 1 — of that 
erer ve me the benefit of thoſe wings. 
I ay more to thee, the Lard 

the peace of God that paſſeth 
= - 8 — heart, the joyes 
* of the Holy G that are unſpcakatle 


ba All chy foul: Lwiſh thy perfe&ion.. Thou 


art mine, and I am thine; the great ſea 


A ſhall not quench our love, the bleſſiug: 


F* of heaven and earth be upon chee. Far- 
well, farwell in the Lord, the Lord 


© in his ood time bring us together again. 
Adiew fa Chait, _ 5 


Thine chrough Chriſt really, cor- 
dially a ſmpachizing Huſband. 


The, other letter ar 175 upon the teceit, 
e letter from his Wife, in w 2 
teſliſie 
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reſtified- her willingneſſe to ſubmit to God 
and to follow him where ever God ſhould 
place him, was this, 


Dear Heart. 
T have read thy ſweet and gratious letter 
ce with teares, and great ioy: the Lord make 
cc way for our hap 3 at the throne 
« of grace we ſhe meet I hope every day. 
* | know Ged will appeare for thee and 
ce me and ſtirr us up friends let us la- 
« bour to act faith, aud ſay dayly Lord 
ce increaſe our faith. It's a very great mer- 
« cy that the Lord was pleaſed. to deliver 
ec me this time, as Thope he will. I grieve 
cc at the very heart to hear iat have 
« done not only to accuſe themſelves but F* ©: 
ec to bet ray the lives of their. Brethren; yet Fic 
cc I will not boaſt, I do not know what my fm 
es vile heart might have done, I will rather F. 4 
ce judge oy (elf, I know my own great unbe· ih 
ce lief and baſe fear, the Lord help me a- te 
ec gainſt them. I do not fear but that Chriſt ¶ re 
ce will be thy Husband, and make up all be 
ce in my abſence. If God make my way 
ce plain before me I ſhall look upon it (as hi 
ce things now ſtand) as the greateſt merey de 
ce ever befell me in the matter of delive- Nu 
ce raute, and that if he give me my life m. 
«© this ſecond time, 1 hope I ſhall improve . cn. 
ie better for his glory than ever I have tte 
done. I ſee I could not be without this the 
Denim N et tryall | 
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iſc*tryall ,. and yet Ithink I was not ſit for 
. the greateſt of this affliction , and there- 

c fore I hope God will lay no more upon 
me than I am able to bear, and will make 
away to cſcape. I hope that I ſhall at laſt 
learn to live that which Ihave preach- 
ed unco others. I grieve for my dear 
friends in the Pariſh that will be left as 
ſheep without a ſhepheard, but God will 

* provide for them; remember my dear af- 
fection to them all, they ſhall have my 

F prayers ; and I hope 1 ſhall have theirs, 
hope God will make way for the imploy- 
ment of that pogr Talent he bath given 

© me, if not in my Native Country , yet 

© ſome other where. I have been unprotis, 

c table, and therefore God may lay me a= 
F* fide , but I hope he will ſtill make uſe of 
me. But ſweet ſoul, how ſhall I leave thee 

F* and my little ones behind me? yet we 
c ſhall only in body and place be ſepara- 
ted, not in mind and affection. For di- 
regions I know not what to give thee, only 

* be thankfull, if God hath left this back 
door for thy Husband, and hath not thus 
him up in che Tower, from whence no re- 

I demption, but upon ſad tearms, which 
would: have been worſe than death. Re- 

ife member what I preached , troubled on 
every ſide , yet not diſtreſſed, God hath 
troubled thee and me on every ſide, yet hi- 

is therto we never ert ſo diſtreſſed as that 
251314 E cc there 
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ce there was not ſome way toeſcape —M 
cc heart cannot expreſs its love to thee, Me 
<<leſs my Pen, be aſſured I thall be the ſame} b 
© Fever was; when God ſhall bring us toge-iſ & 
ce ther ic will be a reſurrection from the h 
© dead: What ſhall 1 ſay? I ſhall now lea\ p 
© thee, but not loſe thee , and when I leave] 4 
ce t hee, thou haſt one that wil never leave thei 4. 
cc nor forſake theez my heart will be with ti! 
ce thee, whercfuvever my body ſhall be. Speak ye 
© to all my dear friends, that they wo 
cc pray for me more than ever, that I m 
cc not fall into the hands of unreaſonab 


emen; and that God would make my w lj 
ce plain before me, and that he, whois thelf th, 
< God of the Sea and dry land would bring pl. 
cc me to my deſired Haven. What can I ff vic 


© more unto thee? but the Lord bleſs thee 

« and make his face to ſhine upon thee; tl 

e Lord fill thy heart with joy and gladneſ 

ce by believing : be of good cheer, my (wee 

<« ſoul, it's better thy Husband ſhoujd be ti 

ic ken fom thecs than not be. Learn cow 

cc withourſuch a poor arm of fleſh: creme 

3 & ber how long thou haſt enjoyed me beye 
| << expe&ation. My ſerious bleſſu 
to my poor babes „ Iſhall pray for all 

ce chem. - Farewelb my dearly beſov ed in e 

« Lord, Farewell. The gra of our Lo 

Thy ũnoere, vordiabi aad ttulx 

Joving Musbend. 


Preſent! 


Mr. Thomas Cawton, 
Preſently after the writing of theſe Let- 
ters, (in which above all things I cannor 
ve but take notice of his humilicy and vile e- 
ſteem of himſelf ) he made preparation for 
his voyage, and ſecretly departed by ſhip- 
ping to Retterdem , from whence he and 
Mr. Nalton went to the Univerſity of Lei- 
meth den, incending to fir down 2 while there; 
till the ſtorm in England was blown over : 
deal yet Gods providence ſo ordered it (that 
though they came ſomching under a diſ- 
guiſe ) yet they were quickly known, and 
ſpeedily mefſengers were ſent from the En- 
gliſh Congregation at Kotterdam to find 
the them out, and bring them thither, the 
place being at that very time by Gods pro- 
vidence deſtitute of a Minifter. The En- 
e gliſh Meſſengers found them out at Leiden, 
and ſaluted them with the ſpeech of the Ma- 
coden man, come and belp us. They did 
not a little wonder how they d be 
te known to be Miniſters , ſceing they kept 
nal themſelves ſo private, and were not at all 
wy © be diſcerned by their garb. But curnin 
their admiration into adoration they praiſ- 
ed God for the door he had opened to let 
them into their former i ment, and 
went a long with che bettet 


on meffen ers chan choſe cha broughit che w 
5 e eee thay were joyfull 


recieved 


y \ F entertained he 
{byte — me. Sbupbears,, 
"il oF l 
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received into Mr. . e houſe. Theft *! 


Sabbath-day came wherein Mr. Cawt 
preached in the forenoofi, and Mr. Natta”) 
in the Afternoon, with general approbarion; | '® 
thus theſe Prophets were not without ho- le: 
nour ſave in their own Country, and though ed 
they of whom their Country was not wor- 1% 
they were counted unworthy their Country, ba 
yet he that honours them which honou r hin 
counted them worthy of double honour, and 
gave them that in a firange land, which wh 
their own Land did not afford. _ 
No tooner had Nimrod, that mighty hut -I ſay 
ter, chaſed their lambs out of their Native fro 
Land; but he and his creatures (ent Mr. Low '* 
out of his earthly into an heavenly coun- 
try, by beheading that faithfull Ancipas, 
for his love and Loyalty to his Majeſty "0 
ſervice, to the diſhonour of Religion, and I= 
grief of Gods People all over the Nation z 4 
and eſpecially of his two baniſhed Brethren, 
They continued Preachers at Retrerdam er 
and though they were generally beloved and 
reſpected, yet they met with much oppof- 4 
tion from ſome of the Independent party; Cn 
and had many diſputes with them to good ©%% 
purpoſe , in ſo much that being vanquiſhed let 
they vauiſhed and never appeared after to 
mole them or tie Engliſh Church which 
before was Independent; but now was 
brought aff, and remains -ſo to this day; 
Mr. Cant eu wife followed nn Cor 
Woven! 42 > 4 with * 


— — 
© 


Thel with ſome of her Children, and ſafely came 


pt 


ten 


on: 
ho- 
ugh 
7 Of» 
Try, 
75 
and 
lich 


un- 
tive 
on 
un 
as, 
ty's 
and 
on; 
ren. 


to him at Rotterdam, where they moſt joy ful- 
ly met together, and remained. Mr. Nal- 
ton having ſtaid about half a year there, had 
leave co come home again, and ſo return- 
ed into England: No pardon for Mr. Caw- 
ton chat had abuſed former pardon but upon 
baſe and unworthy tearms, which kept him 
where he was, alone to ſupply. the place of 
Miniſter to the Engliſh Congregation. That 
which he moſt rejoyced at was, that he was 
out of che reach of Temptations, he would 
ſay , it's a bleſſed thing for thoſe that ba ve not 
frong grace, to be out of Temptations : for Temp- 
tat ions may makg great alterations. 

He did not at all hanker after his Native 
Country, but was weaned from it to admira- 
tion , when his Wife ſpake of ' coming to 
Tngland „ he would ſay , jt may be God will 
ca] me to exerciſe more and greater reſolution 
and ſincerity than ever I bave, he did exactly 
verite that which a Reverend Miniſter of 
London ſaid in a letter to him, 4 G:dly man 
is a Plant will thrive in any ſoil : any place is 4 
Country to bim who makes no place bere below bis 
Country, but as 4 Pilgrim and ſtranger ſeeks « 
better Conntry, that is an beavenly, He that 
is YogroTeaims , is Keguowoaimgs, | a Citizen 
of Heaven is a Citizen. of any place on 
Earth, it's all one to him where he is. He 
took extraordinary pains in preaching to his 
Congregation twice every Lords day, and 

'E3 ſpent 
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ſpent himfelf infinitely by reaſon of t 
want of help; there being fo or none t 
could preach in the Engliſh to | 
perſiſted though he were not aſſiſted by any 


e: yet hepa 


but Gods alſufficient aſſiſtanre, by which hit 


was able toſay often , when I am weak,, the 
am I firong , I havelaboured, yet not J. 
And thus I have traced the ſeverall pallagv 
ges and parts ofthis Man of God's life : gi 
me leave (Reader) to leave him a whi 
Rotterdam, and to give thee a view of ſon 


things obſervable that were common to ec 


very place he was in, I ſhall reduce them: 
the common place of his Relations, as a Mi 
niſter, a Maſter an Husband and a Father; 
theſe heads will take in what ever I thal 
ſpeak in reference to his feverall Relatior 
which being diſpatched, Tfhall return to 


Me, 
further deſcription of his life in Holla. 


Firſt then as a Miniſter, he knew there w 
onus as well as bones miniſteris , the work 
well as the worth, the duty as well as tl 
digniry of the miniſtry , and therefore h 
did nor fo much defire prevſſe oy 51 
be eſteemed chief as to be profitable: I nee 
not give any more inſtances of his unwearie 
labours in the vineyard of God, or of hi 
ſincerity in his worte, dreſſing the Vine, ne 
for the vintage, but for his Maſter who ha 
hired him to labour:ic- will be ſuperfluous t 
tell you he was an experienced Preache 
he tele what he ſpokeand then ſpoke * 

t 
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t : he was not overcurious in his words, 
haut uſed ſuck as were very fignificant, the 
 hefipaine of eloquence does but beſmear and 
anyſdarken the pearl of the Goſpel: truth is molt 
h h beautiful in its owa dreſſings, and is aſhamed 
bei to ſee it ſelf clad with the flanting and adul- 
erous attire of eloquence : yet He could (ay 
Aavich the Father, vellem mibi dari eloquen- Laftant. 
iu tiam, vel quia magis creduat hom ines veritati 
(ornate , vel ut ipſi ſuis armis vincantur, I like 
. — only becauſe either men give more 
eredit to trath in robes „ chan to truth in 
rags, or that they may be diſarmed with 
their on arms; Rhetorick is a flexenimous 
herfſuede, and eauſes often the matter with the 
vords ſweetly to ſlide in the hearts of the 
na hearerg. But though he did love in veris ver- 
a, yet he did in verbis vera amare nan verbe, 
, {though he loved good words in expreſſing 
rache truth, yet he loved the truth expreſſed 
k UM vich good words, not the words. He could at 
th his pleaſure uſe eloquence, but he could do 
e H more, that is, deny his eloquence,and preach 
„ vich mere affection than affecation: He 
uſed ſo much Art as rightly to divide, not to 
iel rend the word of truth; he preached not to 
bew his learning, but that, the ignorant 
night learn: ina word, he was ay 7 
ve, the Maſter of words: but thought ic 
@ better to be a Miniſter of the word, and in 
roll his Miniſtry to omit his Maſtry. I need not 
tell you of his crials, his whole life was but 
4 _ 
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27% re one continued ſeries of Temptation; He was 
, 371 18-given to prayer and mditation, to which if 
92 d ade, you add his (ufferings for a good conſcience, 
_— he character of 
Adres, „ene! behold the character of a complex 
ceswyl 3, Divine, whoſe three notes (according ty 
xi:Jovrer, ⁊ r Luther) are, Oratio, Meditatio, et Tentatio, 
7dr ingiee Prayer, meditation and temptation. Bu 


F499 α, | 
2 theſe are generals, to deſcend to a few per 


Ebryſoſt. Hom, ticulars. 
2 322. 1. He was an excellent Textuary, well 


read in the ſacred pages, he was an Ark o 
Scripture , and would often ſay, that 8 
mon is no Sermon to me that is not full of right 
applied Scriptures, his eloquence conſiſted it 
his being s able or mighty in the Scrig 
Act. 18. 24. Cures, as it's noted of Apollos, he was an 
eloquent man aby-5 good at wording, but 
it's immediately added, mighty m th 
Scriptures, his good words were the ſound 
words of the Holy leaves. I believe if Apols 
ſhould come unknown and preach amongf 
the florid Oracors of this age, he woul 
ſcarcely be accounted eloquent, becauſe he 
would coat too much Seripture, td yet wc 
fee the Scripture puts ableneſs in Scripenre 
and ableneſs in eloquence together; 
Scripture langnage ſeems the only Divine 
eloquence; and à Divine ſhould be aſhame 


to ſpeak without it. This holy man of Go 


ſo accuſtomed himſelf to the Scriptures that 
he never roſe in a morning but the firſt thing 
he did was to take his Bible inco his band 
anc 


and fo lifting up his eyes to heaven in a moſt 
ſerious manner, he prayed ſhorcly, and then 
read ſome portion of Scripture or other: 
which being obſerved by his loving Conſort, 
ſhe asked him why he uſed that praiſe? and 
he told her, St was my cuſt me ever fince God 
made me « Miniſter. Neicher did he only de- 
light in Gods law, but was very clear and 


diſcourſes on it to every neceſſity and capa- 
city; but which was moſt, he interpreted 
Seripture (as one ſpeaks in Solomons words) 
with his feet, and taught it with his fingers, 
his walking and working were Scripture ex- 
plications : his life was a lively effigies and 


to the mould of it, there was a ſweer and 
harmonious concord and correſpondence 
berween the originall and the copy , the Bi- 
ble and his converſation. | 

2: He was Miniſter (as hath been declared) 
in three Places, Wivenho, N. and Rot- 
e he ter dag and in every one of theſe he preach- 
t v ed e whole body of Divinity —_ me- 
tun chodically and exactly, and though it were 

in different places, yet he never preached 
vine one old Sermon, but has leſt three bodies of 
med Divinity, on ſeverall texts, and differently 
Godfl - handled, behind him as witneſſes of his la- 
thai boriouſneſſe in his function, nay all che 
ning while be was in Holland he never preached 
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plain in expounding it alſo, he could fic his 


tranſcript of the word of life, and he caſt in- 


one old Sermon. By going through a Sy- 
ſtem 
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ſtem of Theologie he laid a foundation for || era 


his People to build on, and ſuceeſſirely held 
forth one head after another, all they were 
to believe „ or do: In this Narrative 1 
ſhall not ſhew the uſe of Syſtems, only this 
I may aſſirm, that ſuch forms of ſound words 
are the beſt provifion a Paſtor can lay in for 
his flock , if he would have them ſound and 
free from the contagion of Hereſie on che 
one, and profaneneſs on the other hand: z 
body of Divinity , is phyfick to fouls and 
bodies of ignorant People, theſe ab”; valve 
aug, healthfull wholſome words do both pre- 
ſerve from fickneſs , and procure loſt healch 
no remedy againſt the malady of herefie, no 
ſalve for the ſore of heterodoxie (o proper as 
an Vevrvrerrs or platform of Divinity. 

3- He was eminent for the ftudy of the Sa- 
eraments, eſpecially the Lords ſupper , he 
was noted by many to be fingularly well 
verſed in the doctrine, of this Sacrament 
particularly in that great work/ of ſelf-exa- 
mination, and ſeli- judging, bun the 
practiſe of it he was moſt Divine Sers- 
phick, wherher he received from another or 
adminiftredit himſelf he did it wich fo much 


reverence and affection that he was almoſt 


tranſported on a Sacramenc day. The firſt 
time he ever received he was ſo deeply aſfect- 
ed with the love of his Saviour that he ſoun- 
ded away as ſoon as he had receis ed the 
bread, and not coming to himſelf till the Sa- 
crament 
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for erament was ended, he had the cup admini» 


fred to himſelf alone, chus he was fick of 
love for him chat dyed out of love to him: 

ever fince he was Minifter he celebrated the 
Lords ſupper with ſo much heavenlineſfs, and 
ſeriouſneis.thar all his Communicants could 
not chooſe but obſerve and admire him, as 

if they had received Angels food from the 
hand of an Angel, for at that work he ſnew - 
ed himſelf more than man. 

4. In writing his ſermons he nſedto (er 
down nothing but his heads and places of 
Scripture , ſo that his notes are very ſhort , 
and ſo very unfit for the publick.: he never 
read any thing in his Sermons, but always 
laid his notes behind him, and would de- 


hort young men from reading, telling them 


that memory loved to be truſted: he could ve- 
ry aptly and affectionately enlarge upon his 
ſhort heads ex tempore, and with a little præ- 
mediration would (even when he was 
young) inſiſt two hour» upon ſo many heads 
as might be contained in leſs than half a page 
in ſ\malfo&avo, as I have books aud rs 
of his to ſhew, This his brevity has hindred 
the publiſhing of any of his works though 


they were much defired , eſpecially his Sy- 


ſtemes of Divinity, and ſeverall excellenc 

Sermons on affurance : only I have here gi 

ven a ſpecimen, one Sermon eanneted to ths 

Narrative which was never inte 

by him for the preſs , that the CRETE 
eader 
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Reader may have ſomthing of his, it ping 


the fulleſt written of any Sermon of his 
m_—_ find , though in it ſelf it be very 
ort. | | 


5. He himſelf obſerved that Providence 


kept him about ſeven years in every place 
he was in, God ſo ordered his affairs that 
he was ſeven years at Cembridge, ſeven at 
Wivenho , ſeven at London, and as many at 
Rotterdam, He would often ſay towards the 
end of the ſeventh year in Nollexd , where 
Jhall T be next? but God had no moreap- 
238 for him to ſerve; The good and 

ithfull ſervant that had his Maſters joys 
entering into him here, is now entred into 
his Maſters joy, he could not contain them 
all, and — they contain him: the 
leſs was laid out for him here the more was 
laid up for him in Heaven. He that thought 
Heaven to be perfect without the Earth, and 
Earth without Heaven to- be Hell, is now 
above Earth and Hell: his ſeven years are 
now turned into eternity, and all his gra · 
ces ſwallowed up in glory, glorioiꝶ things 


are ſpoken of thee, (and now by thee) O man 


of God! thou art gone to preach Heavenly 
Sermons, and art become of a Miniſter a Mi- 
niſtring ſpirit before the Lord, verily [ ſay 
unto thee, thou haſt thy reward. 
Thus as a Miniſter. 

As a Maſter, he was a Prophet, Prieſt, and 
King in his Family, a Prophet to teach, - 

Prie 


ery 
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Prieſt to pray for, and a King to govern it, 
he was a true Pater familias, not ſo much a 
Maſter as a Father ofa family; though he 
could cruſt God when Gods cauſe required 
ic with his family , yet he did provide for ic 
(God inabling him) in a plentifull manner, 
though he thought him worſe than an Infi- 
del chat provides not for his own houſe, yet 
he counted him no better than an Infidel 
that does it by Infidelity, or any other un- 
warrantable means. Ke could not abide to 
trouble himſelf with worldly affairs , but 
committed all to his ſecond ſelf: He thought 
it below a man, much more below a Miniſter, 
to be at leiſure to take account of what was 
ſpenc in his houſe: He was given co hoſpitali- 
ty, even in Holland where his means were ſmal 
in compariſon of his charge; he never dined 
on a Sabbath day without ſome of the poorer 
ſort of his Congregation, and he would be 
ſure not to forget to call upon them when he 
came out of the Church, to come and take 


part of what God had given him, He was 


j ſo milde and meek natur'd to his Ser- 


rants, that he did ſeem rather to love than 
to rule them; he thought imperrare melins 
quam imperere, it better to deſire than com- 
mand them: by which ſweet diſpoſition he 
wrought ſo deeply upon them, that th 

could not bur Love im and ſpeak well of 
him, nay ſome of his ſervants, next to God, 
owertheir Salvation to his. Miniftry and. con- 
verſation 


[ 
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verſation 3 He was the ſame at home he wit 
abroad, and the ſame in his hearc ashe was 
in his houſe : He kept a conſtant hour morn- 
and evening for reading the Scripture to, 
and praying with his family , thinking that 
they that kept no ſet time were in dar- 
ger to keep no time. — coming in at 
the time ſet apart for family duties, if they 
were ſuch as he knew would join with him 
he defired them to ſtay with him and defer 
their buſineſs till after prayers; if they were 
ſuch as he thought wonld not joyn with 
him, he would ſend his ſecond ſelf apart 
wich hiv children to pray with them. Th 
this man of God behaved. himſelf as a Maſter. 
As an Husband, he was loving and tender; 
he choſe a Wife for her lovely vertues, and 
loved her wich the greateſt affection; he 
found not only his Rib, but his Heart when 
he found her; they wedded one anochers 
humors as well as perſons , and ·ſo went the 
ſhorteſt way to perfection. He never denied 
her any thing in all his life chat was confift- 
ent with his Miniſtry, and ſhe never-defired 
any thing bat what was becoming the Goſ- 
pel. He made her his Collateral, not his 
Servant j if he were the Head, the was not 
at his feet, but at his fide, aud in his heart 
He would be ſtirring her up to reſolution for 
God, not that he thought her backward,bu 
to make her more forward, He wonld o 
N cata Re" 
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be faichful, and of his mind. He would not 
light her advice aud counſel in any buſineſt, 
bur if good, embrace and execute it. As for 
3 he gave her the dif of all, 
himſelf ſeldom medling with any ſuch affairs 
unleſs they were too bard for her to do. In 
all things he behaved himſelf ſo as in all the 
20 pears they were married to one another 
there was not the leaſt jar or diſcord, no, not 
diſſent or diſlike between them, but a perfect 

vere | ſympathy and union, nay unity of aff 
with! AS a Father, he was very carefull for his 
c {| childrens good, training them up in the way 
hu] they ſhould go; he took a great dal of pains 
ſer, | to inſtruſt and catechiſe them, to bring them 
ler; up in the nurture and admonition of the 
and Lord; he counted good education the beſt 
he portion „ it's well ſaid of one, chat a little 
ben = will make a great ſhew in a well- 
red perſon, whereas a great deal of 
grace will make but « little ſhew in an ill» 
bred perſon. He had taken Gods teſtimonies u 
an heritage for ever ; he had not only a leaſe 
in them for his own life, but did endeavour 


to conveigh them tg erity : he com 
wended his Chi im to keep this in · 
heritance , not to fe ic whatever they 
arted with : be vas almoſt ambitious £0 


ve-gratt and godlineſs perpetuated in his 


Pre „lle was. very enem to bis 


ſneetly command by his example ,; wich a 
; welcome 
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welcome violenee, and free neceſſity he infi- wo 


nuated into their hearts; they were conſtrai⸗ 1 

ned, and yet conſented; there was ſo power- N 

full and attractive a virtue in his carriage, it Gi 
would have forced love from a marble breft, 
To his example he added many encourage - 
ments both by ſpeeches and gifts; he never 
let any ſparks go out for want of blowing 
up either by commendation or reward; he 
was wiſely indulgent, and would diſpenſe 
with any ſlip but breaking of God Laws. If 
he came to correct his Children, he did it 
with ſo much love, that his ſweet admoniti- 
ons and patherical inſtructions, ſhewing the if; 
evil they had done, and his lothneſs to cor- 
rect, but that it was Gods Qrdinance , did 
more break their hearts than the correction 
it ſelf: He was often ſo moved with eom- 


paſſion, his fatherly bowels did ſo yearn over 


them, that the tears would trickle apace from 
his cies when he was correcting them: no- 
thing ever wrought upon me like this fight, 
which did plainly convince his Children of 
his unwillingneſs co chaſtiſe, but that he was 
forced to it; his teagypdied fink fo deep into 
their hearts, that juld not but be fof- fei 
tened ar leaſt for chas ine; for, believe me, li 
to ſee ones Parents weep cannot but be 8 
great grief to dutiful Chitdren. He had his Þþ 
Children in ſubjection wich all Frenz and $3 
yet I may ſay, that never was Fat her io little 


feared as he,; becauſe Þ much loved. In « 
| | word 
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ifs Ford, he left his Children God for a Father 
ai Shen he left them; and they count it no 
er: Ymal] priviledge, that they can call God the 
it God of their Father; for, N i 15 
eſt, #53120 8 1009 fe n he that kept the 
7e- Fathers will keep the Children. 
er Thus I have given you a rudedraught of 
ng this Man of God. in his ſeveral relations, in 
he every one of which he was another Apelles, 
ile Gr Neisð, approved in Chriſt, a currant Rom, 16. 10. 

If chriſtian, (as the Greek word fagnifies) one 
lit accepted and allowed of, as being not 3 
ti- ounterfeit, but of the right ſtamp. He was 
he good in all his relations, which is a character 
r- Jof a good man, and (which is much) was ne- 
lid ver known to give offence to any. | 
on To return from whence I digreſſed, This 
m · Man of God had not been long at Rotterdam, 
er put his fame was ſpread. abroad all over the 
m united Provinces, eſpecially Holaxd; He 
o- That valued Gods glory above his Name in 
it, Wis own Countrey , received his own name 
of in « ſtrange, and Gods glory in an heavenly 
as FCountrey. He ſhone in that Firmament as 2a 
to {tar of thi firſt magnitude, and was highly 
{ eſteemed of by the Dutch, French and En- 
ec, With Miniſters round about. He had corre- 

@ Ypondence wich moſt of the famous Profeſſors, 
is particularly wich Dr. Gisbert Voetiu, Divini- 

N Profeſſor, and Mr. Leuſden, Profeſfor of 
he Oriental Languages at Utrecht, wich Mr. 

e FVchtman and Mr. Hulfixe, both Hebrew Pro- 
rd F feſſors 


. 
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feſſors, the one of Leiden, the other of Breda: 
ſeveral Letters there paſſed between them, 
ſome of which I have to ſhew, 1 
From England he had whole ſhowers of 
Letters from his Brethren the Miniſters, and 
his friends congratulating his ſafety, and li- 
berty to ſpeak boldly in the name of Chriſt, 
He was much honored, and often writtei to n 
by Dr. M alton, & was not a little uſeful in pro-: p. 
moting the. great work of the Polyglet Bible, 
partly by procuring ſubſcriptions, partly by ru 
lending over Manuſcripts. He was after: .. 
wards written to by Dr. Caſtell, whoſe Poly] x; 
glot Lexicon got ſeveral Subſcriptions by hi} ,, 
means: and by Mr. Samuel — — We 
another Volume to be added to the Oriental , 
Bible: he was known to be of ſo publick 
ſpirit in any thing that was for t he profit o 
the Common-wealth of Learning, aud the 
good of Gods Church, that he was ſought to 
of moſt that did any ſingular matter in orde 
tothe enerxaſe of learning 
Though Rotterdam were a place very w. 
teriſn and coxld, yet He took. great noti 
of Gods great. goodneſſe in reference to. his 
health, which was better the five firſt yęares 
than ever it had bin in any place in his own 
Country. It's not an healthful climate but 
a good Phyſitian, eren the Lord thc healeth 
us, that makes us heak hfull. He would fa 
I thank, God I haue preached twice a dey eva 
Lords day (beſides faſt and thankſgiving days 
as 
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as alſo his monthly adminiſtration of the 84. 
crament ) for five years togetber, and baue wor 
bed five p three was the moſt ) Sermons given 
. 
But the two or three laſt yea res he was 
weak, and for: half a year together went 
with a continuali pain at his ſtomack, ſo 
that it was a very difficult thing for him to 
Preach, yet he leſt not off, but cheerfully 
and conſtantly preached, as at other times: 
though he never went up into the Pulpit, but 


every one thought he would either fainc or 


die before he came down: he was indeed 
weary ig his work, but never weary of his 
work. Once he did faint in the Pulpit, inſo- 
much that his voice failed him, and he was 
taken down, being unable to proceed, but by 
the means of cordial Waters given him he 


tecovered his Spirits in ſome meaſure, yet 


not ſo as to Preach in che afternoon : when 
his Friends came about him in the evening, 
he told them, the Pulpit is 4 good place to die in. 
By the next Sabbath he was (by Gods bleſ- 


Ing) rec ruited, and preached forenoon and 
T afrernooen with much vigour and zeal : but 
from that time till within half a year of his 
J death I ſa him evidenely decay. 


About this time he had an only Son al- 


1 moſt: fic for the Univerſity , - whom he did 


always, but eſpecially now much inſtruct, 
end forward an his ftudies: Mr. Robert Shes 
ringhaw being then in __ e at — he 
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ſent his ſon to him to learn the Hebrew, Sy. 


riack, and Arabick tongues, before he went 


to the Academy : and would every morn- 
ing call him to his bedfide, to expunnda 
Greek or Hebrew chapter: He ſpent much 
time in catechizing him in particular, ſea» 
ſoning him with the knowledge of God, and 
charging him to walk as in Gods fight, when 
he. was from. under his Fathers eye. - The 
time coming , he went with him to the Uni- 
verſity of Ttrecbhi, and there beſtowed kim, 
committing him to the care of Dr. Gisber- 
tus Voetius; and his fon Mr. Daniel V vetins , 
both Profeſſors in that Univerfity , and e- 
minent for learning and piety. He gave his 
ſon much good counſell and directions in his 
ſtudies, and was very defirous of his pro- 
greſs: He would ſtrĩive to enflame this young 
ſchollar's heart with an Heroick ambition 
to get learning, and as he himſelf had done; 
and would exhort him moſt affectionately to 
ſtrive to be inter eruditiſſimos non inter medio- 
eres. He ga ve him theſe four rules, which be- 
ing obſerved, were very effectuall to get 
learning, and to keepit in readineſs. 
1. Toconlider one's own parts and time, 
and accordingly to order and diſpoſe one's 
Scit virtushoc time. i, 2 
empus eſſe mi- 2. To be always doing, conſtant in ſtudies, 
litiæ non tri- like Mr. Calvin, who eng asked why he 


bi aide was always at it ? returned this anſwer, De- 
Ideo nunquam 
forpet & ſem- 


per in au eſt. when 


minus cum venerit inveniet me laborantem: | 
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when the Lord comes he ſhall find me work- 
ing. | TEE}! | 
3. To review over things again and. a- 
gain; this rule is ſo profitable that 4l#edius 
faid, all learning was contained in this one 
word (REPETE ) this was famous Dr. 

Whitakers praiſe, he read over his Gram- 
mar, and logick onee a year. 
4 To note in reading ſome ſpecialls , and D we # 


many things to referr. Ae d %- 
8 x l Av 20a ravit - 
u r Brachua]a ee <p dad r N AcuCa'ruoay* 


ire r e rande, opt 20 vines > und ane;as fy omg werlar 
xi 3 9 26004ue ovmiyny. Lſocrat. 


His Son thought good to communicate a 
Letter of advice (written to him by his Fa- 
ther) to me, which becauſe of the uſe it may 
have among young Students; and to ſhou 
his great care in training him up for the 
work of the Miniſtry , I cannor but impart , 
the Letter is as followeth , out of his ſons 
own copy. 


Son Tho. 

am glad to hear of your welfare and 
] ſtudies : my direFions at preſent in 
order to your happy and ſafe progreſs 
in learning are, . 

That you would take what counſel 
Jen can to get a fixed , and regular 


| metho@ in your ſtudies , that they may © 


F 3 neither 
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#tither be ranfuſed nor troubleſome; 


: 2 T ſend you bere a litile Book, in the 
0g! . 


— 


— 


end bf which are two little treatiſes , 
which I would have you read over 4 
thouſand times , and to have them per- 


fe# at | your fingers ends : the one he 


calls Phoſphorus Cat holicus, or the 
art of meditation: the other conſilium 
de ſtudiis feliciter inſtituendis, yo# 
neu ſt now begin to ſuttle your ſelf in an 
unchargeable method of ſtudies, that 
you muſt hold to all your life, you muſt 
always le noting of what you bear, 
read, and obſerve. I think you can- 
not be better adviſed by any than by 
this little treatiſe yet ſomthing may 
be added lo it in the matter of taking 
notes ', and about paper-books , you 
muſt enquire what method others follow, 
and compare theirs with this, and what 
you find excellent in theirs add to this. 
Ido intend to conſider , what paper- 
books you muſt have for all ſorts of 
learning : in the neun time T would 
bu ve yon note things in à quite of au 
per , that you muy en rede then 
when yon have feilen your method : 
Jon may cal yogr book of duily note 

- Jour 
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jour Diary, and here there muſt be nul- 
la dies line linea. This method of your 
„ | fudies muſt be long deliberated on, ; 
* 4 || becauſe it is but once to be done. 
er- I much deſire that you ſhould ſud- 
he || denly take a * Colledge under the Pro-; & College 
the | feſſor eloquentiæ, and that ou mould tho 3 
im diligently follow the exerciſes of that ſities for a 
„ | Coll:dge , for if you can get the 3 = 
an || of of peaking , and making Orations ting together 
well , it will be a great help to you info bar the” 
A Tofeffor read 
vſt order to the obtaining an outward grace in private. 
„in your delivery, when you rome to 
#- || preach : as you fame your elocution , ' 
by Þ and geſture now while you are young , 
az | ſuchthey will be wben you come to age. 
2g | Iwould have you to write all your Let- 
Ou || ters to mein Laine, for exerciſe ſake; 
w, | exerciſes are the very ſpirit of ſtudies - 
at | learn to make your ſentences more ſport 
is, | and quick. | 3 
r- Ton have your time before you , and bit minutiſfi- | 
of | you may ſay with the ancient, ſi non jj” Primer. 
1d | nunc,quando? therefore be careful you eripiur. 
4+ | loſe it 3ot, for it is ſbort , that which 
mi is paſt you car never recover, and 
' : | whats to come you know not, whether f 
you may live to come to it; aud for the 
F 4 preſent 


- 
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ſoon paſſeth away : now is the tim 
while you are yourg to perfect your ſelf, 


Divige and humane learning :. now 
your parts are vigorow , and now you 
have nothing elſe to do, or to won 

you. Be conſtant in reading over t 
old Teft ament and new in their. ori- 
ginals , that you may be very ready in 
the Texts of Hebrew and Greek. I have 
heretofore connſelled you to read often 
St. Pauls Epiſtles ta Timothy and Ti- 
tus, and can do no other but put you in 
2 mind again. Pray to God daily for a 
tiene fulciatur bleſſing on your ſtudies + Luther got 
oratio. Jerom. ore learning by prayer than by ſtudy: 
follow Pauls rule, keep,your ſelf pure, 
that the fins of your youth may not 
be a trouble to c uin your old age : 
add Gods fear to all your fiudies, know- 
cn) A cha ing that the fear of the Lord is the be- 

lahm. giuning of true wiſdom. 

1 My deſire is not oulg to bave you 4 
c cbollar, but an excellent Schollar, 
let therefore your reſolutions and en- 
deavours be to excell, get as far on at 
may be, and let not others overtake 
N Jon, 


preſent time, it's but a moment that 


you 
gel 
pa 
in Philoſophy, languages, and all other ſa: 


tha 


jon, let that noble ſpirit be in you to 
get above others, and to put out your 
parts. I deſire nothing but (as St. Paul 
ſaith) your perfe@ion, and with Peter, 


that you: may daily grow in grace and z, cross ln, 
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knowledge,giveyour ſelf wholly to theſe 1 Tim. 4. 15. 


things, that your profiting may appear 
to 41 „ that you may be a worluan that 
reedeth not be aſhamed, I ſend you 
Ringelſberg , and deſire you to read e- 
very day one chapter in it, it is a Book 
that will put mettall into a Schollar 1 


d 44 57, 


* A famous 


* the excellency of Anna Maria earned Virgin 
Schurman will provoke you young at Utrecht 


Schollars with a gallant indignation , 
not only to do ſo well as ſhe hath done, 


but alſo to go beyond ber. 


Let us know what you do in French , 
for which I would have you ſpareone 
bour in aday, that when you are ma- 
ſter of that, you may begin with Itali- 
an, and ſo with Spaniſh , in theſe lau- 
gua ges there are many excellent Books; 
if you could . with ſome Scbol- 


lar that bath the French tongue perfect, 
you might get it with caſt; when, yon 
underſiand 4 little go to the Frenab 
Churct z always be ſpeaking thet little 

you 
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yon have it may be hereafter you nr 
*A Diſſcrtati- go into France, and findy ſore tin cl 


on printed af- f here. 


ter wards b . . | 
his Son at O. A #6 your * Diſſertation , I wonuldon 


Tech, de ua have you look it over many times, and be 
in 58 fbi to be adding, and mending of it dai pr. 
theoretica, fill you have brought it to perfeition [tn 
W be very curious about th Pi 
ve- - ; a : L p 
niſſe ſc eredit in hoc primum ſtile, and furniſh it with a1 
— abi reli ſe much Learning as may bez. 
non eſt : deinde quod illue fe- 
rentera vn . this be your Rule, to 
rit, dumque quod non habet think it never wel enough: 


anticipat, quod habere potu- o muſt remember Rin - Ia. 

Oe gelſberg's Rule, reſolve infjun 

ſum quami'perietionisopinio, 4% things to contemn Me. vii 

nemo ſtudet agere quod pere- d iocria; do 73 reis, ſome - 
giſſe ſe putat. Petrarcha. : 

excellent thing, Mat. 5. 46e, 

47. according to the Apoſile , ſte tba. 

ye excel ure, 1 Cor. 14. 12. J. 

pray that God would warm and ſtir for 

both graze and learning in you : as iure 

the World every man would be more»h 

rich and honorable than another, ſo leiſibe 

this holy emnlation bein you , both forgn, 

Grace and Learning RESO LV Eyoe 

NONE SHALL" GO BETOND ro. ſrc 

very well approve 0 yore to 

the Chaldee Puraphraſè, and the bein 
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wahexeit in the pun@ation. 1 will ſend 
in Clenard' / Epiſtles, which I hope will ſti: 

„Hour zeal towards the Arabick 
la ſengue : tbey were commended ti me by 
and be learned Arabick Profeſſor, Mr. A- 
ily, ſpraham Wheelock, ben 7 bega to 
„dy Arabick ; they are. very good E- 
the hiſtolary Latine, and there are many + 
h a [things in them worth the taking notice 
bez. | 

to of would have you diſpute often in the 
gh: S chooles; diſputing will quicken your 
Lin - Parte, andraiſe your ſpirits too: you 
e in lun ſt doit with all your might as for 
Me- viory. 
vn I ſee you have much work upon your 
46, bende, the good God. of Heaven helpy. 
that Hos to go through it to his glory, to jou 
pal Parents comfort, and to your own com- 
fert and benefit. | The God of wiſdom 
s inforeathupon your fludie : be ſure to get 
ore vhat learning you can 5, while your Fa- gi patrem ad- 
> leiſther lives, your Father grows antient huc habes ute- 
feind infirm , and. you Ie wos how 15/edunlpen 
Hon God way call bin From Jen os pater ſenex. | 
V. fare only be br I hope to ſee rome un» 
pinghto ſomthing, before die; and if it 
in ball pledfe G od to let me live ſd long, 

2 PS 
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as to ſte you throughly furniſhed for th 
work of the Miniſtry, it will be grea 
Satisfa@ion to mee, and above all, ty 
ſee you endued from Heaven with grace 
as well x abilities. 

Believe that your Father , and Mo. 
ther both fhall be ſo carefull of you, 
that you ſhall have all the encourage- 
ments we are able to give you , even 0 3, 
our unttermoſt , that you may proceed 
cheerfully and with courage in your ſtu- 
dies : do all that is of good report, 
want nothing. 3 La 

.  Haveacareof your health, and uſe 
— ome alba l, exerciſe, that will - 
2 » ſtand without loſi of time, read, note, N hac 
thou lackeſt write, meditate, pray much, laſe noi bas 
Frbe leaſt inches of time. The reaſon If de. 
preſ you to ſo many things, is thatÞ'® 
when you are dulled with one, you may 
refreſh your ſelf with another; variety 
will fallere tædium in the courſe of"; 
your ſtudies. | Ma 
Tour mother, and my ſelf ſend you 1 
our bleſſing, counting it our only bleſ.ſſen 
ſeng here, to ſte our children walking}. 
in the truth, that good man old Dr. Vo- y 
etius will endea vour te ſeaſen 1 ligi 

| eari 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
Af heart in the matter of religion, without 
phich, learning is but a ford tr a mad 
mans hand. Chriſt Jeſws dwell in your 
ace] heart, and keep you, and open your 
underſtanding tounderſtand the Serip- 
Mo] ure. 1 have nothing «ſe, but to be- 
ie ve that God will make you an in ſtru- 
Her ment of bis glory and pie: e, 10 
his grace I commend pon, and reſt, 
cd Your Loving Father 


'THO.CAWTON. 
uſe Having ſetled his Son at Utrecht, it plea- 


„ed God to give him another ſon, which was 
vill bis third child in Holland, and the laſt he 


te, had. He named him Gerſhow, for be ſeid, I 
not f beve been a. ſtranger in @ ſtrange Land: and MD2yINA 


„I devot ed. him like anecher Sadel to the Exod. 3. 22. 
bat Lord and the Miniſtry from lis cradle: but 


Gods providence hath taken him away from 
us, to be a companion to hi: Father in glo- 
ry as well as in ſufferings. N at dn 
f Aliecle after in the year 1658. the Kings 
Majeſty. being at Bryxels,, and calumniaced 

you [45 being a Pa piſt, his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
ſeſeſend a Letter to Mr. Carten, teſtifying his 
conſtancy in the Proteſtant religion, and 

* deſiring fim to wipe off that 8 
Iby ſatisfying all of his ſtedfaſtneſi in that re- 
ligion, the Letter was printed 8 
| ore 


u 
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fore his Majeſties return to this Kingdom, 


to clear him then, and deſerves here to h 


inſerted t it is this, 


CHARLESR. 
Ruſty and welbeloved, we greet 


Full a teſtimony from perſons{to whom 
we give intire credit) of your good af- 
Fecłios to our Perſon, and zeal to our 
ſeruics,; that we are willing to recom- 
mend an aff air to yon, in which we are 

very much concerned. Wie do not won- 

der that the malice of our enimii 

ſhould continue to lay all manner of 
Scandals npon ns, which might tale 4 
© "way our reputation; but that they 
 fhowld find credit with any to make our 

dffe@:0n to the Proteſtant religion in 
an degree ſu Fed, roo Prong 
ſiuce ihe world cannot but tale notice 
of aur 'cinſtant;, and uninterrupted 
profeſſion and exerciſe of it, in thoſe 
placer where the be wo tan Religios it 
only practiſed, and allowed. And 
' thoughwe do not boaſt of doing that, 
which we ſbould be heartily. aſhemed if 
we did not do; we may reaſe — be- 
\ zere 


on well, we bave received ſol 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 


| lieve that no man: bath, or can more ma- 


nifeſt his affeTion to, and zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion, than we buvedone; 
or in {ome reſpects hath more ſuffered for 
it. And therefore we are the more ſen- 
bly affected, thet thoſe calumnies can 
make impreſſion, t# our di ſaduaatagæ, 
in the minds of honeſt, and pious men, 
as we are informed they 1 done. 
And me do the rather impart the ſenſe 


Ive have of our ſuffering in this parti- 


cular fo you, becunſe, as yon bave the 


| charge of the Engliſh Congregation an . 


Rotterdam 5 %% Jeu cannot but haue 
much. converſation and atqugeintance 
with the Miniſters of the Dutch Church, 
and others in that papulous place, with 


whom we would not ſuffer under ſo un- 


al juſt aud ſcandalons um imputation. 


And we preſume andFaxpet# from yen, 
that you will uſe youy utmoſt diligence 
and dexterity , io root” out theſe an. 


vorthi afperſions,s ſo malicianyy; and 


roxndleſly laid aben us | by; wicked 
— 3 — thats e all, mbe wil 
give credit to , that wi value our 
ſelf ſs much apo Ma art of our Title 
of being De e 


nder of the faith , that 


ao 
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no worldly temptations can ever prevail ſtr 
with us to ſwerve from it; and the Pro" 
teftant Religion, in which we have 
been bred: thepropagation whereof we ||; 
ſhall endeavour with our utmoſt power. |; 
And 45'we ſhall never Fail ix the per- [you 
formamee of our dut / herein , ſo we [| me 
ſhall take the offices you ſhall do, in th. 
vindicating us from theſe reproaches, Id. 
very well from you. ' In which we pro- 
aviſe our felf you will ſerve us ff eu: lien 
ally. Aud ſo we bid you farewell. Gi- Ile 
den at dur Conrt at Bruxels, the ſe- vo 
venth day of November, in the tenth con 

Sear of wv Reign; d . 

By his Majeſty's command. 

EDU #R'D NICOBLAS. 


The Late Tranſlation of this Letter was 
ſent ot: the ſame time from the King, which | 
for. brevities ſake I omit. a 
The laſt half year he was taken notice of, 
to look better, and ſome: ſaid fatter in the 
face than ever before, infomuch that many 
of his friends were not « little deceived: 
the truth is, he hiniſelf found himſelf bettet Nun 
than ever, yet did many times caſt out ſpee · n 
* ches, as if he could not ſive long. . 
The laſt Sabbath he ever preached was the I.. 
third of Auguſt 1659. that day he _— 
re 
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Ibis wonred heavenlineſs, and preached fore- <9 


Jvords; and if he had known he ſhould have 
concluded his Miniſtry that day, he could not 


Mr. Thomas Cawton. 
ſired the Sacrament of the Lords Supper with 


noon and afternoon, with as much zeal as 

ever he was known to do: his Text was that 

of our Saviour to his Diſciples, Now ye are John 15.45; 
clean through the Word which I have fpoken unto 25 
you: ſhewing, that the uſual means whereby 

men are made clean, was the preaching of 

the Goſpel, the Word which I baue poken, non Inguſtin- 
quis dicitur, ſed quia creditur: not becauſe 

it's ſpoken , but becauſe it's believed: the 

Word is the Inſtrument by which men be- 

lieve, and believing , they are made clean. 

He made two excellent Sermons on thoſe 


Judge you at the laſt day; if you will not 
bear, the privledge you have had above 


(me thinks) have choſen a fitter Text to 
conclude withall. Now ye are clean, now 
ye have heard me preach ſo often; now ye 
are ſo diligent and attentive to what I preach: 
now I fhall preach no more, now ye are clean, 
though the word believed, embraced, and 
.ccompanied with Gods Spirit: atleaſt, now 
I am clean and clear from your blood, I 
have Spoken unto you, and my words will 


thers to hear will aggravate your fin and 
puniſhment. Theſe were the laſt words of this 
man of God to his people, and I queſtion 
ot but they have taken ſome impreſſion on 
beir hearts, 


8 Having 


Wo 
7 N + 
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Having fpent himſelf much wich preach- 
ing, and being wearied by the great pains 
he had taken that day, after the afternoon 
Sermon (according to his uſual . 
he laid himſelf down upon his bed to r 
and repefe himſelf a little: after he had 
ſlumbred about half an hour, he awaked and 
having ſome warm thing brought him to 
drink, he drank heartily, but ſaid not any 
thing, being a little ſleepy. He laid down 
again about a quarter of an hour, and had 
another little flumber , and then riſing, got 
up alone, and fat upon his bed-ſide: his 
Wife erceiving him to look very ill, (though 

4 not in the leaſt fuſpe& or expect any 
more danger than formerly) asked him how 
he did? he anſwered, I cannot tell how : ſhe 

leading him toa chair two or three ſteps off, 
he ſat down and ſuddenly fainted. He was 

2 good while rubbed, and chafed , having 
his mouth opened by force to pour in ſtrong 
waters, and coming a little to himſelf, he 
lifted up his eyes and ſaid, I ſhall never come 
to my ſelf again: whereupon his Wife ſaid 
to his Son fetch the Doctor quickly, but he 
ſaid no, no, Mr. Sbepheard, a loving friend 
very near him: yer when he came he could 
not ſpeak to him. The Doctor was juſt gone 
by his door , and coming back , gave him 
ſome little Phyſick which wrought well: 
but he was very fick, aud faint, and not 2 
ble to ſpeak, 2 that about ſeven a clock he 
was 
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Mr. Thomas Cawton. . 
was had to bed, and continued ſlumbering 
all night, not once ſpeaking to any, or ſo 
much as opening his eyes, but refufing e- 
very thing the Dottor appointed him to take. 
In the morning he with much adoſpake two 
or three words, and bad his ſon anſwer a 
Letter that came from Amſterdam, but all 
the day lay in a drowſie poſture ſpeaking to 
none. It proved to be a palſey all over his 
right fide, and tongue, and fo he lay till 
four a clock on Thurſday morning being the 
ſeventh of Auguft 1659. and then gave up 
che ghoſt. Yet obſervableir is that on Wed» 
neſday he calledfor all his children by name 
and bleſſed them, laying his hand on their 
head, and lifting up his eyes, and had his 
memory ſo well, that one of his children 
being wanting, (ſleeping in its cradle) he 
ſaid one more, and ſo it was brought to him. 
He had his on fixed fora great while toge- 
ther on his eldeſt ſon, and ſtroked him often 
as he ſtood by him, lifting up his eyes to 
Heaven, in token of his praying for him. 
Aud now if tears were words I could be both 
fluent, and eloquent , if my tears could do 
him good they might ſeem juſt , nay there- 
fore my tears are juſt beeauſe I cannot do 
him good. But I muſt (as one ſays) when 
I have deplored the death of my friend as a 
friend, learn to bear it as a Saint, it « 
wretched virtue not to know what to do elſe than 
dew il rhe dead. I have not ſo many tears to 

8 a 2 lament 


84 
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Chriſtus non 
plorauit La- 
garum mortu- 
um, ſed ad hu- 
jus vite ælum- 
nas reſuſcitan- 
du m. 
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lament miſeries, that I muſt waſt them in 
lamencing my friends happineſs. Not Lax. 
rus his death, but his rifing tothe miſeries of 
the world again drew tears from Chriſts eies. 


Interpreters did well to make a verſe of thoſe 


two words Feſus wept, Jobn 11. 35. in which 
there is matter enough for a volume, plane 
Lazarum mortuum fle uit Cbriſtus, (ſaith St. 

erom , to a Mother lamenting the death of 
her daughter) ſed non tuas lachrymas fudit, 
doluit Lazarum non dormientem ſed potius reſur- 


' gentem. Chriſt wept over dead Lazarus, 
but he ſhed not thy tears, he grieved not 
' becauſe Lazarus ſlept , but becauſe he was 
to be diſturbed_and riſe again. This man 


of God ſleeps in Jeſus, he laboured for 


' reſt here, and now he reſts from his labour. 


Mourn not for him, unleſs you would de- 
prive him of his reſt , and bring him again 


to labour, 


The Dutch Miniſters took order to have 
him buried in their own grave, and accor- 
dingly attended him to it. | 

And thus I have (Chriſtian Reader) run 
over the ſeveral parts and paſſages of this 
man of Gods life , and followed him from 
his Cradle to his Grave: He was about fif- 
ty years old when he died, of ſtature tall 
and thin, in countenance lean and pale, 
of a very weak conſtitution, yet very active 
and ſtirring: of a courteous nature, very 
affable and eaſie to to be intreated; in his 
N * faſhions 
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in | falhions neither rude nor fantaſtick : He was 

z4. | both morall and gracious, and in all his 

of actions gracefull , Earth hath loſt and Hea- | 

ies, | ven hath gained a Saint by his death. He YOu p 

ole is now bleſſed, and I doubt not but his me- : T&D 

ich | mory is bleſſed, and his name pretious among 1 Sam. 18.30 

as | thoſe that have recieved like precious faith. 

St, And now (Chriſtian Reader) I doubt not 

of but this ſhore deſeription of this exemplary 

it, life, will incite thee to imitation, and 

uy- || teach thee to be prepared for any eſtate, 

is, tobe contented in every eſtate, and tothink 

ot || the preſent condition (for the preſent ) beſt. 

yas | This rude draught of his life (which though 

an || none can draw out to the life but himſelf by « 

for | living it over again) I hope may enamour ' 

ur. {| thee with a Gedly lite. Example does more | 

le- || affect and infect than rule, practiſe does o- ui ſunt qui 

in | verbias precept; our life is a continued imi- conſilis ſe ſua- 
tation, We are one anothers patterns and que diſponant, 

ve temptations. Moſt go the way that is gone, cter i corume 

r= | not the way that muſt be gone: nay, few go „, , 
rationally, but are carried with the (ſtream , , 9 pe gens 

un || the River of cuſtam ſweeps them away the ſed feruntur. 

his ancient River the River of cuſtom. It's to 

Mm f be wiſhed chat we that can outdo our pat- , inam qui 

if- | terns in evill could be equall ro them in majores veſtros 

all good: imitating virtue is a virtue to be imi- varus in rebut © 

e, | tated, that is truly excellent, when we facile vincits 

ve || ſtrive to exceed inthat, in which we cannot ah tp Sor es : 

ry be excefſive , we may ſequi though we cannot OY 

us | afſequi , we may follow though we cannot | 

ns G3 fully 


The Life and Death of 
fully come upto our patterns. This life is 
eminent for ſufferings, and as eminenent 
for faith, ſelf-deniall, ſyncerity, reſolution 
and conftancy in enduring them; we know 
not what times we may live to ſee, Iam 
A _ ſnare the example of others is a ſpeciall cor- 
u diall to keep our ſouls from fainting in the 
MET EN gay of adverfity: To have good compaini- 
Solamen miſe- ONS in troubles is no ſmall part of our com- 
ri ſoc ios ha- fort in troubles; Affticiones multorum dimi- 
buiſſe doleris. dium ſolatii, ſaid the Rabbin , He is half 
| comforted , that has many fellow-ſufferers, 
wherefore ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about 
with ſo great a Cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide 
; every weight, and the fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet 
us, and let us run with patience the race that i 


Patimur let before us. This will make adverſity ſeem 


peccavimus , Proſperity at leaſt a mercy if we conſider we 
\ patimuy ne do not only ſuffer becauſe we havę ſinned 
peccemw. but we fuffer alſo that we may not fin, and 
Optabile ma- chat it's a deſirable evill that is a remedy of 
lam quod mali 2 greater evill: They that fin then to avoid 


5 remedium ſit w . « . 
majoris, ſuffering, they do a miſchief to avoid a 


mercy. This Hiſtory hath abundantly evin- 
ced what I here affirm, and tothe end it may, 
it remains, that as That holy(now H APPT) 
Saint was at the pains to live it, aud J to 
write it, we both would be at the pains to 
live it over again, following him as he follow- 
ed Chriſt, that ſo we may live well, dy better, 
and after death live beſt, in a life that has ne 


END. 


